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This  Is  Our  Stage:  The  March  on  Washington 


“This  is  going  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  marches  on  Washington 
ever  —  maybe  the  biggest  since  the 
anti-war  demonstrations  of  the 
late  ’60s  and  early  ’70s.  It  will  be 
measured  in  hundreds  of 
thousands.  ’’ 

— Steve  Ault,  executive 
committee.  National  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian/Gay 
Rights. 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

WASHINGTON.  DC  —  The 
U.S.-wide  organizing  for  the 
March  can  only  be  called  un¬ 
precedented.  In  the  greatest 
numbers  and  broadest  range  of 
diversity  ever,  in  the  most  spirited 
of  queer  spirits,  from  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  to  Austin,  Texas,  across  the 
Midwest,  up  and  down  both 
coasts,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
gearing  up.  On  riverboats,  at 
queer  fashion  shows,  in  bars,  at 
AIDS  meetings,  in  bowling  alleys 
and  fruit  stands  in  supermarkets, 
at  women’s  music  festivals,  at 
multi-cultural  events,  in  s/m  and 
leather  groups,  in  Central  America 
solidarity  committees  and  lawyers’ 
conventions,  people  are  setting  the 
stage.  Whether  this  is  the 
“biggest”  ever  or  not,  longtime 
activists  and  increasingly,  those 
new  to  politics,  are  coming 
together  to  create  a  movement 
landmark  and  a  structure  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  work  when  the  March  is 
over. 

Not  only  are  queers  talking 
together  —  about  AIDS,  about 
racism,  about  sexism,  about  what 
we  demand  for  ourselves  —  but 
the  march  momentum  has  clearly 
struck  a  chord  in  the  progressive 
movements  across  the  country. 
Cental  America  solidarity  groups. 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Two  gay  Pal¬ 
estinian  activists  were  attacked 
a  few  blocks  from  their  home 
on  July  28.  The  assault  occur¬ 
red  near  the  Post  Office  on 
Centre  Street  in  the  Jamaica 
Plain  section  of  the  city. 

“They  were  going  home  and 
got  jumped  by  four  men  dress¬ 
ed  in  army  boots  and  fatigue 
T-shirts,”  according  to  a 
spokesperson  for  a  Palestinian 
activist  association  in  Boston. 
“It’s  obvious  [the  attack]  was 
not  spontaneous.  It  was  a  pre¬ 
planned  assault.” 

The  spokesperson,  the  assoc¬ 
iation  and  the  men  who  were 
assaulted  wish  to  remain 
anonymous. 

The  attackers  reportedly  yell¬ 
ed  “queers”  and  “faggots”  at 
the  two  men  and  threatened  to 
kill  them  if  they  continued  their 
Palestinian  activism.  The  men 
were  thrown  to  the  ground  and 
kicked  in  the  face,  stomach  and 
groin.  The  attackers  wore 
bandanas  over  their  faces  and 
had  brass  knuckles. 

The  assaulted  men  did  not  re¬ 
port  the  incident  to  the  police 
because  they  fear  harassment 
from  U.S.  officials.  They  are 
politically  close  to  the  nine 
Palestinians  who  were  arrested 
by  the  Justice  Department  in 


anti-nuclear  groups,  women’s 
organizations,  religious  groups, 
and  unions  have  not  only  endorsed 
our  time  in  Washington,  but 
organized  for  inclusion  of  les- 
bian/gay  issues  in  their  agendas. 
“This  is  the  time  progressive 
movements  deal  with  this  issue,” 
said  Steve  Ault. 

“There’s  a  lot  more  enthusiasm 


in  the  non-gay  identified  pro¬ 
gressive  groups  than  anyone  would 
have  projected.  Groups  that  don’t 
usually  endorse  are  coming  for¬ 
ward,”  concurred  Andrea  Devine, 
a  lesbian  working  with  the  multi¬ 
issue  task  force  in  New  England. 

While  nearly  everyone  working 
on  the  March  expressed  enormous 
enthusiasm,  a  number  or  signifi¬ 
cant  debates  go  on.  Among  the 
concerns  are  the  difficulty  in 
reaching  the  disabled  community, 
experiences  of  racism  by  members 
of  the  people  of  color  caucus. 


Los  Angeles  earlier  this  year  for 
distributing  literature  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  McCarren-Walter 
Act  which  bans  advocating  a 
“doctrine  of  world  commun¬ 
ism.”  Following  pressure  from 
the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  other  advocates,  the 
charges  were  changed  to  visa 
violations. 

According  to  the  spokesper¬ 
son,  many  Boston-area  Palesti¬ 
nian  activists  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  harassment,  including 
tire  slashings  and  threatening 
phone  calls.  They  suspiect  the 
harassment  is  coming  ffom  a 
right  wing  Jewish  organiza¬ 
tion.  But  the  recent  assault, 
which  they  believe  may  have 
been  perpetrated  by  a  paramil¬ 
itary  organization,  has  dra¬ 
matically  increased  Palesti¬ 
nians’  fears.  “Each  one  of  the 
attackers  knew  what  he  was 
supposed  to  do ... .  They  were 
big  stocky  guys  who  obviously 
work  out  regularly,”  said  the 
spokesperson. 

The  two  men  who  were  at¬ 
tacked  are  no  more  active  in 
Palestinian  organizing  than 
many  other  potential  targets; 
the  spokesperson  surmised  they 
may  have  been  chosen  because 
the  attackers  assumed  “gays 
couldn’t  fight.” 


disagreement  about  the  ap¬ 
propriateness  of  speakers  chosen 
for  the  afternoon  rally  and  about 
the  process  used  to  choose  those 
speakers. 

Discussion  about  no  March 
resolution  explicitly  opposing  U.S. 
intervention  in  Central  America 
and  about  the  meaning  of  the  mass 
gay  “wedding”  scheduled  during 


the  march  also  continues. 

Regional  Developments 

With  just  69  days  to  go, 
organizers  on  every  level  are 
scrambling  to  reach  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  all  the  states,  to  ham¬ 
mer  out  changes  in  the  five-day 
march  program,  and  to  raise 
enough  money  to  get  everyone  to 
the  Capitol. 

Among  the  high  priorities  for 
March  workers  in  many  regions  is 
outreach  to  progressive  non-gay 
organizations.  New  England  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  the  most  organized 
plan  for  raising  the  March  and 
related  lesbian/gay  issues  within 
such  groups.  Its  multi-issue  task 
force,  made  up  of  12  progressive 
gay-supportive  groups,  has  written 
letters  to  well  over  a  hundred 
organizations,  and  is  sponsoring  a 
media  campaign  on  the  public 
transportation  system  and  a 
dance.  Organizers  in  the  North¬ 
west  hope  to  begin  a  similar  effort, 
and  organizers  in  Atlanta  say  they 
are  concentrating  on  grassroots 
outreach  to  progressives.  New 
York  activists  are  attempting  to 
organize  a  coalition  of  leftist 
and/or  gay  groups. 

People  in  the  South  Central  and 
North  Central  regions  are  focuss¬ 
ing  almost  exclusively  on  reaching 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  particularly 
people  who  have  not  been  involved 
in  gay  politics  before. 

Tapping  the  enormous  base  of 
local  AIDS  organizations  provid¬ 
ed  another  challenge  in  many 
regions.  Act-Up!,  a  direct  action 
group  in  New  York,  is  adding  new 
momentum  for  March  organizing 
there,  and  AIDS  groups  in  many 
cities,  including  Boston, 
Washington,  San  Francisco  and 
Austin  are  raising  money  for  travel 
subsidies  for  people  with  AIDS 
and  encouraging  members  to  at¬ 
tend.  In  Boston,  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  is  sending  a  letter  to 
its  1300  volunteers,  urging  them 
to  join  the  AAC  contingent  at  the 
March. 

But  some  AIDS  groups 
throughout  the  North  Central 
region  of  the  country  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  involved.  Jack  Gover,  a 
steering  committee  member  from 
Atlanta,  speculated  that  some 
groups,  including  AID-Atlanta, 
have  not  endorsed  because  they 
fear  funding  losses  if  they  official¬ 


Palestinian 
Gays  Bashed 


ly  become  involved  in  March 
organizing. 

Gil  Gerald,  of  the  National 
AIDS  Network,  which  has  en¬ 
dorsed  the  March  and  donated 
funds  to  it,  said  he  perceives  the 
“major  interest  in  the  March  com¬ 
ing  from  people  with  AIDS” 
themselves. 

Steve  Ault  told  GCN  he  believes 
AIDS  “needs  to  be  more 
significantly  highlighted,”  poin¬ 
ting  out  that  the  issue  is  not  even 
mentioned  on  March  posters. 

Other  regional  highlights  in¬ 
clude  the  first  meeting  for  the 
March  in  Vermont;  the  formation 
of  March  groups  in  Memphis, 
Nashville  and  Knoxville;  newslet¬ 
ters  in  New  England,  Southern 
California,  the  North  Central  and 
South  East  regions,  dance  and  bar 
benefits  in  almost  every  state  and 
plans  for  a  queer  fashion  show  — 
complete  with  models  carrying 
anti-Coors  signs  —  in  Boston. 

New  England  organizers  have 
also  been  carrying  on  a  Visibility 
Campaign  that  links  local  issues  to 
the  March  such  as  Mass.  Gov. 
Michael  Dukakis’  policy  banning 
gay  foster  parents. 

Organizing  around  both  racism 
and  homophobia  is  also  a  primary 
enphasis  in  many  regions.  In  D.C. 
an  event  called  “Culturally 
Yours”  featured  Asian,  Cambo¬ 
dian,  Native  American  and  Black 
performers  with  half  of  the  funds 
raised  going  to  the  People  of  Color 
Caucus  for  the  March.  In  Boston, 
the  local  People  of  Color  Task 
Force  produced  a  dance  party 
fundraiser,  a  series  of  articles  on 
racism  in  the  gay  community  for 
GCN  and  is  considering  a  series  in 


straight  papers  reaching  people  of 
color.  The  group  may  also  sponsor 
a  forum  on  anti-racism. 

The  New  England  March  Com¬ 
mittee  has  also  endorsed  the 
August  30  march  on  Hartford  for 
Puerto  Rican  political  prisoners  in 
the  U.S.  The  committee  will  be 
seeking  endorsement  for  that 
march  from  the  64-member  na¬ 
tional  steering  committee. 

National  Developments 

While  changes  in  selection  of 
speakers  may  take  place  at  the 
Steering  committee  meeting  being 
held  in  Seattle  as  GCN  goes  to 
press,  there  will  be  eight  speakers 
at  the  afternoon  rally  of  whom  at 
least  half  will  be  gay  or  lesbian. 
Straight  speakers  invited,  none  of 
them  confirmed,  are:  Elie  Weisel, 
a  Jewish  survivor  of  the  Nazi  con¬ 
centration  camps  and  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  winner;  Jesse  Jackson;  Ellie 
Smeal,  formerly  the  President  of 
NOW;  Cesar  Chavez,  head  of  the 
United  Farm  Workers  Union; 
Coretta  Scott  King  and  Bella  Ab- 
zug. 

Barbara  Jordan,  the  former 
member  of  Congress  from  Texas, 
was  invited  but  cannot  attend. 
Sen.  Lowell  Weicker  (R-Conn.), 
who  has  pushed  for  AIDS  funding 
but  is  considered  moderate  on 
numerous  other  issues,  also  declin¬ 
ed  to  accept  the  invitation  to 
speak. 

Gay/lesbian  speakers  invited 
are  Black  feminist  writer  and  ac¬ 
tivist  Barbara  Smith;  Ginny  Apuz- 
zo;  Karen  Thompson,  who  is 
fighting  to  regain  visitation  rights 
to  her  disabled  lover;  and  Troy 
Continued  on  page  3 


March  on  Washington 

Disobeying  at 
the  High  Court 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  What  better  way 
for  lesbian  and  gay  activists  to 
spend  July  4  weekend  than  in  two 
days  of  lengthy  meetings  planning 
non-violent  civil  disobedience  at 
the  Supreme  Court?  Thirty-five 
people  did  just  that  at  a  national 
planning  meeting,  held  in  Boston, 
for  the  October  13  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  endorsed  by  the  March  on 
Washington.  Organizers  came 
from  Texas,  Missouri,  California 
and  Michigan  as  well  as  numerous 
northeastern  states.  Representa¬ 
tion  was  particularly  high  from 
New  York  and  Massachusetts. 

“Out  and  Outraged:  for  Love, 
Life  and  Liberation,”  was  chosen 
as  the  theme  for  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience. 

Participating  in  any  kind  of  pro¬ 
test  on  the  steps  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is  illegal.  Civil  disobedience 
organizers  assert  they  will  be 
breaking  the  law  banning  such 
protest  to  draw  attention  to  larger 
injustices  commited  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court. 

“By  its  actions  in  Bowers  v. 
Hardwick,  the  court  embraces  a 
legacy  of  prejudice,”  states  the  vi¬ 
sion  statement  for  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  action.  “The  decision’s  im¬ 
mediate  effects  are  obvious:  hav¬ 
ing  sex  makes  us  criminals.  What 
might  be  less  obvious  are  its 
broader  effects.  This  decision 
denies  our  humanity  and  subjects 
us  to  degradation,  hcu'assment  and 


violence. ...  By  upholding  repres¬ 
sion  against  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
the  bigoted  opinion  of  Justices 
White,  Burger,  Rehnquist, 
O’Connor  and  Powell  extends  our 
country’s  most  shameful  legacy: 
its  failure  to  support  human  digni¬ 
ty.  This  legacy  includes  the  gen¬ 
ocide  of  native  peoples,  slavery, 
denial  of  the  vote  to  women  and 
Blacks,  segregation  and  back-alley 
abortions.  At  the  same  time,  the 
struggle  in  this  country  to  uphold 
human  dignity  has  created  a  legacy 
of  its  own.  In  this  tradition  we  are 
here  to  fight  for  our  liberation. 

“ . . .  We  act  together  so  we  can¬ 
not  be  defeated  one  by  one.  We  act 
in  the  tradition  of  the  labor  move¬ 
ment,  the  suffragist  movement, 
the  civil  rights  movement,  the  wo¬ 
men’s  movement,  the  anti-war 
movement  and  in  solidarity  with 
Central  Americans  and  Black 
South  Africans  fighting  for  self- 
determination.  Through  these 
movements  we  have  learned  that 
sustantial  gains  come  from  thorough 
prolonged  and  persistent  direct  ac¬ 
tion.” 

The  tentative  scenario  as  outlin¬ 
ed  by  the  planning  meeting  invol¬ 
ves  affinity  groups  —  organized 
groups  of  6-15  people  —  attempt¬ 
ing  to  enter  the  Supreme  Court  via 
the  front  steps.  It  is  assumed  that 
police  will  block  such  movement 
and  arrest  those  participating.  The 
Continued  on  page  6 


■  '  '  '  Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  August  2-8,  1987 

news  notes - 


quote  of  the  week 

“Freedom  of  speech  may  require  having  to  put 
up  with  the  Klan’s  diabolical  prejudices  against 
blacks  and  the  gay  activists’  distorted  views  of 
human  sexuality.  It  should  not,  however,  require  tax¬ 
payers  to  subsidize  [police  protection]  for  them.” 

— A  June  10  editorial  in  North 
Carolina’s  Durham  Morning  Herald,  excerpted  in  the 
Front  Page,  on  police  protection  for  a  Klan  march  in 
early  June  and  for  the  gay  pride  parade  on  June  27. 
The  Herald  also  said,  “Durham  would  do  fine  without 
either  [group]  of  course,  but  the  city  routinely  Issues 
parade  permits  to  any  group  short  of  an  armed  inva¬ 
sion.  This  silliness  comes  under  the  guise  of  freedom 
of  speech.  OK,  we’ll  swallow  that  argument  while 
holding  our  nose,  the  only  way  you  can  stomach  dis¬ 
tasteful  medicine,  reminding  ourselves  that  freedom 
of  speech  requires  some  nausea.  Nonetheless  It 
rankles  that  taxpayers  must  pay  thousands  of  dollars 
[for police  protection]  to  allow  these  groups  to  parade 
their  wretched  standards." 


michigan  stops  medicaid  for  abortion 

MASON,  Ml  —  State  funding  for  abortions  was 
halted  late  last  month,  according  to  the  New  York 
Times.  There  are  now  only  13  states  that  fund  abor¬ 
tions  for  poor  women.  Federal  Medicaid  for  abortion 
was  cut  off  through  the  Hyde  amendment  in  1976. 

The  new  state  law  in  Michigan  prohibits 
Medicaid  abortions  unless  the  woman’s  life  is  in 
danger.  The  law  was  initiated  by  anti-abortion  groups 
in  the  state.  It  passed  the  Senate  by  30-6  and  the 
House  by  66-41. 

State  lawmakers  had  attempted  to  eliminate  the 
funding  17  times  since  1978,  but  the  measures  were 
vetoed  by  Gov.  James  Blanchard  and  by  his  pred¬ 
ecessor,  William  Milliken.  The  new  law  eluded  the  veto 
because  it  began  as  a  petition  —  organized  by  Right 
to  Life  of  Michigan. 

The  People’s  Campaign  for  Choice,  a  pro¬ 
abortion  rights  group,  is  now  fighting  enactment  of 
the  law.  The  group  argues  that  the  law  should  take  ef¬ 
fect  next  year  and  that  Medicaid  funding  should  con¬ 
tinue  at  least  temporarily. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


nambla  anthology 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  North  American 
Man/Boy  Love  Association  is  producing  an  anthology 
of  original  articles  about  man/boy  love. 

The  anthology’s  theme  is:  how  did  man/boy  love 
come  to  be  considered  a  specific  and  distinct  form  of 
sexual  expression?  How  has  it  been  considered  in  dif¬ 
ferent  historical,  class,  ethnic  and  cultural  contexts? 

The  anthology  will  also  look  at  the  medical  con¬ 
struction  of  “pedophilia”  by  psychiatric  establish¬ 
ment,  how  a  liberating  sexual  politics  can  be  created 
that  respects  diversity  and  whether  or  not  the  lesbian 
and  gay  movement  can  pursue  such  a  politics. 

A  principal  goal  of  the  anthology  is  to  address 
people  who  do  not  much  think  about  man/boy  love  by 
setting  it  in  a  context  of  a  broader  discussion  of  sex¬ 
uality. 

Non-fiction  and  fiction  contributions  are  en¬ 
couraged  and  submissions  by  people  of  color, 
youths,  women,  and  working  class  people  are 
especially  welcome. 

Submissions  are  due  by  November  30,  1987. 
Publication  is  scheduled  for  fall  of  1988.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  write  NAMBLA  journal  8, 537  Jones  St.,  No. 
8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


gay/lesbian  youth  of  tijuana 

TIJUANA,  Mexico  —  POLEN,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
youth  group  here  has  joined  with  the  Grupo  j  Y  Qu4! 
and  FIGHT  to  deal  with  the  AIDS  crisis  in  northern 
Mexico. 

POLEN,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  International 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  Organization  (IGLYO)  based  in 
Oslo,  Norway,  is  also  trying  to  encourage  more  youth 
groups  to  start  in  Mexico  and  other  Latin  American 
countries.  POLEN  would  like  to  hear  from  other  youth 
groups  and  exchange  information  and  publications. 
Small  contributions  will  be  appreciated  and  used  for 
their  correspondence  needs  and  to  acquire  a  type¬ 
writer. 

Write  to  Loren’s  Herrera,  Presidente,  POLEN, 
Apartado  Postal  #3589,  Tijuana,  B.C.,  Mexico.  They 
have  a  brochure  in  Spanish  available  called  “iOue  es 
Polen?” 

— John  Hubert 


Study  on  aids  in  the  black  community 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Researchers  Vickie  M.  Mays 
and  Susan  D.  Cochran  have  been  funded  by  the  Na- 
tiot.al  Institute  of  Mental  Health  to  conduct  a  national 
study  of  “knowledge,  attitudes  and  behaviors  of 
Black  gay  men  or  Black  males  who  have  ever  been 
sexually  active  with  another  man.” 

Anyone  wishing  more  information  about  the 
study  or  wishing  to  participate  in  it  should  contact 
Mays  at  the  Department  of  Psychology-University  of 
California  at  Los  Angeles,  1283  Franz  Hall,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90024-1563,  (213)  825-9858. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


int’l  les/gay  youth 

OSLO  —  The  International  Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth 
Organization  (IGLYO)  just  published  the  first  issue  of 
their  new  quarterly,  IGLYO  Bulletin.  The  first  issue  in¬ 
cludes  coverage  of  this  year’s  International  Con¬ 
ference  in  London,  IGLYO  statutes,  an  article  on 
“Growing  Up  Gay  in  Bombay,”  and  an  appeal  for 
youth  correspondents  worldwide  to  contribute  to 
future  issues  of  the  publication.  News,  interesting  or 
funny  stories,  special  events,  drawings  or  even 
newspaper  clippings  are  welcome.  Subscriptions  to 
the  bulletin  are  NOK  15  (Norway)  or  about  $7  in  U.S. 
currency.  To  avoid  international  banking  charges, 
send  $8-10  U.S.  cash  (4  issues)  or  $2  for  a  sample  copy 
to:  IGLYO,  P.O.  Box  1305,  Vika,  N-0112,  Oslo  1,  Nor¬ 
way. 

—John  Hubert 


ILGA  conference-goers  lay  wreath  for  lesbian/gay  vic¬ 
tims  of  Nazi  persecution,  Cologne. 


9th  ilga  conference 

COLOGNE,  West  Germany  —  Eighty  delegates 
from  46  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  in  20  countries 
gathered  here  from  June  29-July  4  for  the  9th  Interna¬ 
tional  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association  conference. 

One  of  the  most  heatedly  debated  decisions  was 
the  suspension  from  the  ILGA  of  the  Gay  Association 
of  Southern  Africa,  on  charges  of  collaboration  with 
the  authorities  of  South  Africa’s  apartheid  regime. 
GASA  has  also  been  charged  with  doing  little  to  aid 
Simon  Nkoli,  a  Black  gay  anti-apartheid  activist  who 
was  released  on  bail  early  this  month  after  spending 
three  years  in  prison.  In  a  related  development, 
several  organizations  from  Denmark,  Norway  and 
Sweden  agreed  to  help  several  South  African  pro¬ 
gressive  multi-racial  groups  finance  a  lesbian/gay 
community  center  in  Soweto. 

The  conference  also  agreed  to  coordinate  a  day 
of  worldwide  fundraising  for  ILGA  on  December  10,  In¬ 
ternational  Human  Rights  Day. 

Participants  took  time  to  march  in  the  annual  les¬ 
bian/gay  pride  demonstration  in  Cologne.  Some  by¬ 
standers  openly  praised  Hitler’s  extermination  of 
homosexuals.  A  gay  pride  celebration  party  here  was 
also  disrupted  by  a  bomb  threat  and  telephone  warn¬ 
ings  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  attending  would  be 
killed.  Police  refused  to  search  for  explosives  so 
members  of  ILGA  and  other  pride  celebrants  were 
forced  to  stand  for  hours  outside  the  building. 

Countries  represented  at  the  conference  were 
Austria  Belgium,  Spain,  Canada,  Denmank,  England 
Japan,  Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  Nor¬ 
way,  Peru,  Poland,  Scotland,  Sweden,  Switzerland, 
South  Africa,  the  United  States,  West  Germany  and 
Yugoslavia. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


older  men  with  hiv 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Older  men  with  HIV  anti¬ 
bodies  are  likely  to  develop  full-blown  AIDS  more 
quickly  than  younger  men  with  HIV,  according  to  re¬ 
searchers  at  the  University  of  Calif,  at  Berkeley  and  at 
San  Francisco. 

The  new  finding  comes  from  a  study  done  of 
AIDS  cases  among  gay  men  living  in  an  area  of  high 
AIDS  incidence  in  central  San  Francisco. 

The  team  of  researchers  say  that  other  factors 
such  as  use  of  poppers  and  a  history  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  also  play  a  role  in  older  men’s 
development  of  AIDS. 

As  of  September,  1986, 12.4  percent  of  men  with 
HIV  antibodies  in  the  high  incidence  area  had 
developed  AIDS.  But  only  five  percent  of  infected  men 
aged  25-29  had  full-blown  AIDS,  while  20  percent  of 
those  aged  35-44  had  developed  the  disease. 

The  scientists  suspect  that  age  at  time  of  infec¬ 
tion  may  partly  determine  how  well  a  man’s  immune 
system  can  fight  off  AIDS.  They  also  noted  that  the 
men  aged  35-44  generally  had  more  extensive  use  of 
poppers  and  a  more  extensive  history  of  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  specifically  gonorrhea, 
syphilis,  and  amoebic  dysentery.  The  older  men  with 
AIDS  had  not  contractedl  HIV  any  earlier  than  the 
younger  men.  ' 

Researcher  James  Wiley,  co-director  of  the 
Survey  Research  Center  at  U.C.  Berkeley,  can  be 
reached  at  (415)  642-3086  for  more  information. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


sole  conference  on  aids 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  (SCLC)  has  urged  Blacks  to 
accept  greater  responsibility  for  containing  AIDS,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  New  York  Times.  The  appeal  came  at 
the  opening  of  an  SCLC  conference  at  Howard  Univer¬ 
sity  on  AIDS  among  Black  people. 

The  SCLC  has  attempted  to  mobilize  Black  peo¬ 
ple  throughout  the  U.S.  by  sponsoring  a  series  of 
state  conferences  on  AIDS  and  its  impact  on  the 
Black  community. 

SCLC  President  Dr.  Joseph  Lowery  told  con¬ 
ference-goers,  “The  concept  of  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community  is  that  it  is  a  gay,  white,  male  person 
disease. .  ..We  in  the  Black  community  must  face  up 
to  the  fact  that  AIDS  is  a  threat  to  the  total  Black  com¬ 
munity.  Blacks  make  up  12  percent  of  the  U.S.  popula¬ 
tion  but  account  for  25  percent  of  AIDS  cases.  8,903 
Blacks  are  reported  to  have  AIDS.  Lowery  called  for 
strengthened  family  values,  and  freedom  from  sexual 
promiscuity,  substance  abuse,  [and]  perverted 
priorities.” 

Norman  Nickens,  an  AIDS  discrimination  repre¬ 
sentative  from  the  San  Francisco  Human  Rights 
Commission,  answered  arguments  that  activists  are 
putting  civil  rights  above  public  health  concerns.  “If 
individuals  are  afraid  of  being  discriminated  against 
for  acknowledging  they  have  the  disease,  they  may 
try  to  hide  it,  or  fail  to  obtain  proper  medical  care. 
That  would  pose  a  greater  health  risk  to  the  larger 
public,”  he  said. 

Many  conference  participants  compared  the 
fight  against  AIDS  to  the  civil  right  struggles  of  the 
1960s.  The  SCLC  is  an  Atlanta-based  civil  rights 
organization. 

—Marc  Stein 


florida  denies  azt  for  poor 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL  —  Five  South  Florida 
organizations  have  joined  forces  to  oppose  the 
Florida  House  Appropriations  Committee’s  recent 
decision  against  state  purchases  of  AZT  (Retrovir)  for 
indigent  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs),  according  to  The 
Weekly  News.  The  Appropriations  Committee  voted 
to  postpone  funding  for  a  year,  rejecting  Governor 
Bob  Martinez’s  proposal  to  supply  about  $1.3  million 
in  state  funds  to  help  Medicaid-eligible  PWAs  pur¬ 
chase  AZT.  Estimated  AZT  costs  for  one  PWA  is 
$8-12,000  annually. 

Dade  Advocates  for  Rights  and  Equality  (DARE) 
joined  with  Health  Crisis  Network  of  Miami,  Broward 
Center  One,  Broward  Dolphin  Democratic  Club,  and 
the  Dade  Chapter  of  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  in  urging  the  legislators  to  reconsider. 

Some  figures  suggest  that  the  House  action  will 
leave  171  otherwise  eligible  people  without  state  help 
in  buying  AZT.  Many  believe  the  figure  is  much  higher. 
Marguerite  Rowe,  coordinator  of  client  services  for 
Center  One,  said,  “We  don’t  know  who  to  blame, 
whether  it’s  Burroughs  Wellcome  (which  manufac¬ 
tures  AZT),  or  the  legislature  or  who.  I  don’t  want  to 
blame  anyone.  I  just  know  that  our  clients  are  having 
to  undergo  the  stress  of  having  to  get  this  medicine 
and  that’s  very  wrong.  They  have  enough  trouble  try¬ 
ing  to  find  enough  food  to  eat  and  keeping  a  roof  over 
their  head.” 

—Marc  Stein 
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Defense  Dept.  Punishes  People  with  AIDS 


By  Chris  Bull 

WASHINGTON.  DC  —  The 
Pentagon  is  defying  a  congres¬ 
sional  prohibition  on  AIDS-based 
discrimination  in  the  military  by 
continuing  to  punish  enlisted  per¬ 
sonnel  who  test  HIV  positive,  ac¬ 
cording  to  military  observers. 

The  Department  of  Defense 
claims  that  its  recently  revised 
regulations  ensure  that  new 
recruits  who  test  positive  are  still 
rejected  for  military  service,  active 
duty  personnel  who  test  positive 
are  retained  on  active  duty,  while 
those  who  develop  symptoms  are 
medically  retired. 

The  military  has  so  far  tested 
about  seventy-five  percent  of  its 
personnel  with  1.5  per  thousand 
testing  positive.  For  Black  and 
Latino  personnel  the  rate  is  3-4  per 
thousand,  according  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyer’s  Guild  Military 
Task  Force  in  San  Diego. 

However,  Kathleen  Gilberd  of 
the  Task  Force  expressed  serious 
reservations  about  the  military’s 
interpretation  of  the  congressinal 
prohibition  on  “adverse  personnel 
action”  against  those  who  test 
HIV  positive.  The  Task  Force 
newsletter.  On  Watch,  criticizes 
the  new  policy  for  skirting  the  con¬ 
gressional  ban  on  adverse  person¬ 
nel  action  against  HIV-positive 
enlistees,  discriminating  against 
homosexual  personnel,  failing  to 
offer  AIDS  education  and  coun¬ 
seling,  and  threatening  to  court 
martial  soldiers  or  sailors  who 
“engage  in  unsafe  sex  or  share 
needles ....  The  military  still  fails 
to  recognize  the  scope  of  the  pro¬ 
blem  posed  by  AIDS,  and  still 
views  AIDS  and  HIV  positivity  as 
a  ‘gay  problem,’  worthy  of 
punishment  rather  than  protec¬ 
tion.” 

Representatives  Patricia 
Schroeder  (D-Col.)  and  Don  Ed¬ 
wards  (D-Cal.)  sponsored  legisla¬ 
tion  which  prohibits  the  military 
from  taking  any  “adverse  person¬ 
nel  action”  on  the  basis  of  infor¬ 
mation  disclosed  by  HIV-positive 
service  members  during  HIV- 
related  medical  examinations. 
They  hope  to  encourage  military 
personnel  to  seek  AIDS  education 
and  medical  care,  free  from  the 
fear  of  punishment  by  the  military. 
They  argue  that  this  was  the  only 
effective  way  to  h2ilt  the  spread  of 
AIDS  in  the  military  without  vio¬ 
lating  the  rights  of  service 
members. 

Representative  Henry  Waxman 
(D-Cal.)  blasted  the  military  for 


not  adhering  to  the  intention  of 
the  law.  Waxman,  chairperson  of 
the  Health  and  Human  Services 
subcommittee,  said,  in  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  meeting,  that  “Homosex¬ 
ual  relations  and  sharing  of  in¬ 
travenous  syringes  are  two  of  the 
most  common  ways  to  spread  the 
disease.  Yet,  both  homosexuality 
and  drug  use  can  serve  as  grounds 
to  punish,  remove  or  cause  the 
reassignment  of  a  member  of  the 
military.  If  we  allow  the  use  of  in¬ 
formation  from  military  inter¬ 
views  to  be  used  to  the  detriment 
of  those  being  interviewed,  they 
will  not  admit  to  anything.  And,  if 
they  do  not  admit  to  anything,  ef¬ 
forts  to  isolate  the  disease  will 
fail.” 

Bridgette  Wilson,  coordinator 
of  the  Task  Force’s  National 
Military  Project  on  AIDS,  ex¬ 
plained  that  the  military’s  practice 
is  often  much  different  from  its 
stated  policy.  Even  if  the  official 
policy  ensured  the  confidentiality 
of  HIV  tests,  military  doctors  are 
required  to  report  the  results  of 
tests  and  interviews  to  command¬ 
ing  officers.  The  commanding  of¬ 
ficer  may  then  launch  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  sex  life  of  an  enlisted 
person.  The  military  can  then 
claim  they  found  evidence  of  the 
person’s  homosexuality  or  drug 
use  “independentlt”  of  the  HIV 
test.  The  courts  have  consistently 
upheld  the  military’s  right  to 
dismiss  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
well  as  drug  users.  Congress  might 
attempt  to  protect  enlistees  who 
test  HIV  positive,  but  there  is  very 
little  support  for  a  ban  on 
discrimination  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  In  this  way  the 
military  skirts  the  law,  Wilson  told 
GCN. 

Wilson  also  said  that  the 
military  found  a  way  —  a  legally 
questionable  way,  in  her  opinion 
—  around  the  law  simply  by  rede¬ 
fining  “non-adverse  personnel  ac¬ 
tion.”  Congress,  said  Wilson,  in¬ 
tended  the  law  to  mean  that  per¬ 
sonnel  could  not  be  punished  for 
their  HIV  status.  But  the  military 
simply  created  a  new  category  of 
supposedly  “non-adverse  person¬ 
nel  action,”  including  reassign¬ 
ment,  denial  or  revocation  of  a 
security  clearance,  suspension  or 
termination  of  access  to  classified 
information  and  removal  from 
flight  status  or  “other  duties  re¬ 
quiring  a  high  degree  of  stability  or 
alertness  such  as  explo.sive  ord¬ 
nance  or  deep-sea  diving.” 


March  on  Washington 

Continued from  page  I 


Perry  of  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  Perry  and 
Thompson  had  agreed  to  speak  as 
GCN  went  to  press.  None  of  the 
other  gay  speakers  are  confirmed. 
A  gay  person  with  AIDS  will  also 
speak,  and  lesbian/gay  entertain¬ 
ment  is  also  planned. 

The  morning  rally  is  expected  to 
represent  the  “vision  and  ideas  of 
the  People  of  Color  Caucus,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  New  England  steering 
committee  member  and  caucus 
member  Terry  Ortiz.  The  event 
will  begin  with  Native  American 
and  African  drummers  and  may 
include  “In  Process,”  a  working 
group  with  Sweet  Honey  in  the 
Rock,  Audre  Lorde,  Essex  Hemp¬ 
hill,  Bayard  Rustin  and  Betty 
Powell. 

An  S&M/leather  conference  is 
now  scheduled  for  the  preceeding 
day,  October  10.  Organizer  Bren¬ 
da  Howard  said  she  has  “received 
a  positive  response  from  all  over 
the  country”  and  hopes  to  see 
“bus  and  planeloads  of  our  peo¬ 
ple”  in  Washington.  “Our  first 
task  is  to  find  people,”  she  added, 
“because  we’ve  never  been 
organized  nationally.  I  hope  peo¬ 
ple  will  contact  us  if  we  haven’t 
reached  them  yet.” 

A  project  called  “Time  to 


Shine,”  organizing  people  with 
AIDS  to  come  to  Washington,  is 
also  underway. 

Lobby  day,  originally  scheduled 
for  Friday,  October  9,  will  now 
take  place  Thursday,  October  8. 

Speakers  and  Process 

The  most  contentious  debate  at 
this  point  surrounds  the  process  of 
selecting  speakers  for  the  after¬ 
noon  rally  and  the  politics  of 
speakers  invited.  A  number  of 
steering  committee  members  and 
other  March  workers  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  speaker  line¬ 
up,  claiming  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  should  have  allowed  more  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  process.  Steering 
committee  members  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  emphasis  on 
“name”  speakers  over  grassroot 
activists;  the  inclusion  of  straight 
speakers  with  little  understanding 
of  lesbian/gay  issues  and  prob¬ 
lematic  stands  on  other  March 
issues;  and  the  omission  of  a  gay 
man  of  color  as  a  speaker. 

According  to  steering  commit¬ 
tee  members  at  a  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles  this  January,  the  seven- 
member  executive  committee 
tisked  steering  committee  members 
to  submit  names  for  speakers,  but 
gave  no  opportunity  for  input  into 


According  to  On  Watch,  “the 
idea  that  these  actions  are  not 
adverse  is  even  more  ques¬ 
tionable  ...  it  creates  a  great  poten¬ 
tial  for  disruption  of  service 
members’  lives  and  careers.  Wax- 
man  told'  the  subcommittee  that 
the  new  Department  of  Defense 
policy  ‘violates  the  purpose  of  the 
law _ I  regard  each  of  these  ac¬ 

tions  (reassignment,  revocation  of 
security  clearance,  etc.)  as 
punitive.’  ” 

According  to  Pentagon  spokes¬ 
person  Lt.  Col.  Peter  Wyro,  the 
military  does  everything  in  its 
power  to  keep  service  members 
who  test  positive  on  active  duty. 
He  said  that  the  military  has  in¬ 
vested  too  much  in  enlisted  per¬ 
sonnel  to  dismiss  or  demote 
everyone  who  tests  positive. 
“However,”  he  explained,  “once 
a  person  is  determined  to  be  unfit 
for  the  job  he  may  be  reassigned, 
or  if  the  illness  has  progressed  far 
enough,  medically  retired. 

“The  military  uses  a  1-6  AIDS 
staging  system,  level  1  being 
asymptomatic  seropositives,  and  6 
being  full-blown  AIDS.  We  do  this 
on  a  case-by-case  basis  only. 
Someone  who  is  showing  symp¬ 
toms  should  not  be  deployed  in  a 
tropical  unit  on  the  other  side  of 
the  world  in  an  infantry  that  must 
run  five  miles  per  day,”  Wyro 
said. 

Task  Force  attorney  Jim 
Klinaski  told  GCN  the  military 
automatically  demotes  members 
who  test  positive.  He  also  said  that 
the  military  also  used  “0”  in  their 
AIDS  staging  system  for  suspected 
homosexuals  and  drug  users. 
Wilson  cliamed  AIDS  symptoms 
are  far  too  varied  to  use  a  rating  or 
staging  system.  “It  is  not  unusual 
to  find  someone  who  fits  the  num¬ 
ber  6  category  who  feels  quite  well 
and  has  every  capacity  to  function 
on  the  job,”  she  said. 

Jim  Klinaski  insisted  Represen¬ 
tatives  Schroeder,  Edwards  and 
Waxman  should  take  some  of  the 
blame  for  the  military’s  abuse  of 
the  HIV  test.  He  said  the  language 
of  the  HIV  confidentiality  bill  was 
so  vague  that  they  were  inviting  the 
military  to  circumvent  the  law. 
“What  the  hell  did  they  think  was 
going  to  happen?  Congress  acted 
sloppily  on  this  bill  and  they  must 
rewrite  it,”  said  Klinaksi. 

He  added  that  even  the  federal 
government  makes  a  distinction 
between  adverse  personnel  action, 
such  as  firing  or  suspension,  and 


final  selection.  Many  members 
wanted  to  have  had  time  to  get 
feedback  from  their  communities. 
Others  suggested  that  the  names 
should  have  been  circulated  in  the 
gay /lesbian  press  for  reaction. 

According  to  steering  commit¬ 
tee  member  George  Bakan  of  Seat¬ 
tle,  “Ideas  were  left  up  in  the  air  at 
the  LA  meeting.  People  were 
asleep  and  didn’t  challenge  the 
process.”  Bakan  also  charged  that 
“the  executive  committee  has  a 
lack  of  sensitivity  to  group  pro¬ 
cess.”  Gerry  Scoppettuolo,  a 
steering  committee  member  from 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  agreed,  saying 
the  decision-making  group  for 
speakers  should  have  been 
broader.  Mary  Walters  of  Austin 
said  it  would  have  made  sense  to 
give  more  input  to  steering  com¬ 
mittee  members. 

But  executive  committee 
members  Steve  Ault  and  Pat  Nor¬ 
man  maintain  people  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate  at  both  the 
LA  January  meeting  and  later  at  a 
steering  committee  meeting  in 
Atlanta.  Ault  said  “the  pool  of 
names  was  selected  by  steering 
committee  members  in  January,” 
and  that  “no  one  opened  up  the 
discussion  further  in  Atlanta.”  He 
said  the  executive  committee 


minor  punishments,  such  as  reas¬ 
signments  or  administrative 
leaves.  “Congress  simply  failed  to 
give  the  military  another  standard 
to  go  by.  It  should  have  expected 
them  to  interpret  the  law  as  loosely 
as  they  possibly  could.  And  you 
can  bet  your  bootstraps  that  the 
military  is  trying  to  find  a  way  to 
discharge  all  HIV  positives.” 

Congress,  however,  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  limiting  the  re¬ 
pressive  military  policy,  according 
to  Andy  Feinstein,  legislative  assis¬ 
tant  to  Schroeder.  He  said  Wax- 
man  and  Schroeder  have  helped 
block  legislation  introduced  by 
Senator  Jesse  Helms  (D-N.C.)  and 
Rep.  William  Dannemeyer 
(R-Cal.)  that  called  for  mass  forc¬ 
ed  testing  and  quarantine  in  and 
outside  the  military.  (See  GCN, 


“took  seriously  the  concerns  ex¬ 
pressed,”  in  particular  from 
representatives  in  Boston,  who 
asked  that  grassroots  activists  be 
given  more  input  into  choice  of 
speakers  and  that  speakers  repre¬ 
sent  grassroots  activity  such  as  the 
fight  against  the  LaRouche  in¬ 
itiative  in  California  and  the  foster 
care  policy  in  Massachusetts. 

But  Ault  said  it  was  important 
“not  to  get  into  a  wrangle  about 
speakers  with  70  people  [on  the 
steering  committee].”  Norman  ad¬ 
ded  that  she  believed  “the  process 
was  open  enough”  and  said  “we 
would  not  do  anything  to  disem- 
power  the  steering  committee.” 

Jack  Gover,  a  former  steering 
committee  member  from  Atlanta, 
agreed  with  Ault  and  Norman, 
saying,  “The  opportunity  was 
there  if  people  had  someone  in 
mind.” 

But  Terry  Ortiz  of  the  People 


Vol.  14,  No.  47)  “We  were  actually 
quite  lucky  to  get  it  [the  non- 
adverse  action  amendment]  into 
the  bill  at  all.  We  are  very  afraid  of 
a  floor  vote  because  the  majority 
of  Congress  is  not  educated  on  the 
issue  yet.  We  never  could  have  got¬ 
ten  away  with  it  on  the  floor.  We 
have  to  remember  that  this  could 
be  a  much  worse  situation.” 

Although  Feinstein  agreed  that 
the  military  was  violating  at  least 
the  spirit  of  the  law,  he  said 
nothing  could  be  done  about  it  un¬ 
til  the  majority  of  Congress  stops 
“mimicking  the  panic  of  the 
populace.”  He  said  the  courts 
were  the  only  hope,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  to  strike  down  the  military’s 
violation  of  confidentiality. 

—filed  from  Boston 


of  Color  Caucus  told  GCN,  “The 
process  of  selection  got  away  from 
us.  Instead  of  facilitating  our  re¬ 
gaining  control,  the  executive 
committee  is  saying,  ‘Well,  you 
were  out  of  it.’  ”  She  said  speakers 
were  discussed  late  in  meetings 
when  many  steering  committee 
members  were  already  gone.  Ortiz 
added  that  executive  committee 
members  created  a  “false  choice 
between  good  process  and  expe¬ 
diency  —  they  could  have  at  least 
polled  the  steering  committee  of 
our  top  three  choices.” 

Steering  commitee  member 
Loren  Laureano,  a  Latino  gay 
man  with  AIDS  from  Texas,  con¬ 
curred,  saying,  “If  it  takes  a  lot  of 
time  to  choose  speakers  as  a 
group,  well,  we  have  to  spend  that 
time.”  He  stressed  that  he  has  con¬ 
fidence  in  many  of  the  leaders  of 
the  March,  “but  somewhere  along 
Continued  on  page  6 


Gay  Olympian 
Waddell  Dies 


By  Charles  Linebarger 

SAN  FRANCISCO  — 
Thomas  Waddell  died  at  his 
home  here  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  July  1 1 .  He  was  49  years 
old  and  a  native  of  New  Jersey. 
Waddell  was  an  Olympic  ath¬ 
lete,  the  founder  of  the  Gay 
Games  and  a  father. 

Almost  20  years  ago,  in  the 
1968  Olympics  in  Mexico  City, 
Waddell  placed  sixth  in  the  de¬ 
cathlon.  In  1982  he  went  on  to 
found  the  Gay  Games  in  San 
Francisco.  Originally  called  the 
Gay  Olympic  Games,  the  event 
was  forced  to  change  its  name 
following  a  suit  brought  by  the 
U.S.  Olympic  Committee.  A 
decision  favoring  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee  was  deliv¬ 
ered  last  month  in  a  contro¬ 
versial  5-4  decision  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

In  June  1986  Waddell  was 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  when  he 
came  down  with  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia.  Two  days 
after  leaving  the  hospital  he  of- 


ficialed  the  opening  of  Gay 
Games  II  in  San  Francisco.  At 
Gay  Games  II  Waddell  won  a 
gold  medal  in  the  javelin  event. 

According  to  Sara  Lewens- 
tein,  a  member  of  the  Gay 
Games  Board  of  Directors  and 
co-parent  with  Waddell,  “Tom 
touched  everyone’s  heart  with  a 
special  charisma  that  few  peo¬ 
ple  have.  He  was  a  sensitive  and 
wonderful  man.  And  Jessica 
[their  daughter]  and  me  will 
miss  him  very  much.” 

A  memorial  service  to  honor 
the  gay  Olympian  was  held 
under  the  rotunda  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  City  Hall  on  Saturday, 
July  18.  A  huge  throng  filled 
the  ornate  building  that  after¬ 
noon  to  honor  Waddell. 

Gay  Games  attorney  Mary 
Dunlap  said  that  despite  Wad¬ 
dell’s  death  the  Gay  Games  will 
“go  on  and  on  no  matter  what 
anybody  does  to  stop  them  and 
Tom  will  always  be  at  those 
Games  in  spirit.” 
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GCN  Job  Opening 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  freelance,  part-time  typesetter  to  coordinate  the  paper's 
revenue-producing,  outside  typesetting  business. 

Responsibilities  include:  typeset  outside  work  and  schedule  other  typesetters; 
serve  as  contact  person  for  clients  and  respond  to  inquiries;  prepare  periodic  bill¬ 
ings  and  maintain  the  necessary  financial  records;  coordinate  scheduling  needs 
with  the  paper's  in-house  typesetter,  and  keep  managing  editor  informed  about 
the  business;  and  contact  typesetting  repair  service  if  necessary. 

Qualifications  include:  Good  typesetting  skills,  preferably  on  a  Compugraphic 
Editwriter  7500,  and  strong  organizational  skills  with  attention  to  detail. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  strongly  preferred.  Knowledge  of  progressive  movements 
helpful. 

Hours:  10-20  hours/week  (evenings,  Friday  and  weekends) 

Salary:  $8/hour 

To  apply  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  Typesetting  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


some  survive  & 
some  die 

Dear  GCN: 

Here  in  Kansas  there  is  a  great  need  for  unity 
among  the  gay  prisoners.  Most  of  us  have  been 
brainwashed  into  believing  that  the  best  way  to 
find  a  security  from  the  harsh  reality  of  prison  is 
to  conform  to  the  demands  of  those  who  seek  to 
keep  us  ignorant  of  the  outside  and  suspicious  of 
one  another;  that  is,  divided. 

I’ve  been  put  into  the  hole  [isolation]  “Pending 
Investigation.”  What  the  investigation  is  of  I 
have  no  idea.  I  was  taken  from  my  cell  by  5  guards 
in  Viet  Nam  style  gear  (hand  me  downs?)  who 
refused  to  tell  me  why  I  was  being  segregated. 

I  had  filed  law  suits  against  the  prison,  so  ap¬ 
parently  they  have  convinced  some  inmate- 
snitches  to  tell  some  lie  or  other  about  me;  the 
same  stool  pigeons  who  say  ‘everything  is  fine 
here’  on  those  rare  occasions  when  the  media  or 
some  outside  officials  or  visitors  show  up. 

Anyone  who  fights  for  our  rights  here  is  likely 
to  be  put  into  isolation  for  some  trumped  up 
charge  (only  “investigated”  by  the  prison  ad¬ 
ministration,  of  course),  and  if  this  doesn’t  scare 
us,  we  may  find  ourselves  being  forced  to  take 
“medication”  to  “adjust  our  mental  health”etc. 
etc.  The  beginning  of  a  long  journey  to  madness. 
Some  survive  and  some  die. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who  would  be 
interested  in  helping.  Just  a  word  of  encourage¬ 
ment  would  be  nice. 

Melvin  Allison 
41171  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  “The 
Honorable  Randall  Isenberg,  ”  a  Texas  state 
District  Judge. 

Dear  Judge  Isenberg: 

A  recent  article  in  a  local  newspaper  revealed 
that  two  Dallas  men  “were  arrested  when  a  park 
policeman  said  he  saw  the  pair  in  a  restroom  with 
their  genitals  exposed.”  One  man  has  already 
been  found  guilty  of  indecent  exposure  and 
sentenced,  after  you  stated  that  he  violated 
“God’s  law.” 

Now,  I  may  not  have  access  to  all  the  evidence 
that  your  honor  is  privy  to,  but  1  beg  to  differ  with 
your  judgment  that  this  man’s  actions  fly  in  the 
face  of  “God’s  law.” 

As  1  see  it,  these  men  were  simply  following  an 
ancient  biblical  tradition.  Better  get  the  “good 
book”  out  now.  Remember  that  Mediterranean 
ship  builder,  Mr.  Noah?  Well,  he  kinda  set  things 
in  motion,  you  could  even  say  he’s  the  father  of 
Exhibitionism.  Unfortunately  Noah’s  fondness 
for  wine  led  him  to  oftimes  drown  his  sorrows. 
Soon  afterwards,  he  exposed  himself.  If  you 
doubt  this,  look  yourself,  see:  Genesis  9:18-29. 

Then  there’s  King  David,  another  spirited  fel¬ 
low,  known  more  for  his  two-step  than  his  drink¬ 
ing.  Well,  one  day  while  bringing  the  ark  (god’s 
house)  home  he  just  became  overwhelmed  with 
joy  and  started  doing  whatever  dance  they  did 
back  then.  Things  being  what  they  are,  one  step 
led  to  another  and  soon  all  the  people  who  lined 
the  streets  to  see  the  ark  were  now  eyeing  the  royal 
penis  (II  Samuel  6;  12-20). 

Next  we  have  Saul,  who  liked  to  prophesy  in 
the  nude  (I  Samuel  19:20-24).  The  “good  book” 
tells  us  that  he  definitely  had  a  talent  for  it.  It  was 
even  pleasing  in  the  eyes  of  Jehovah  (think  about 
that)  who  then  gave  an  injunction  to  Isaiah  to 


cons:  inside  &  out 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  reader  of  your  paper  I  feel  that  prisoners 
are  getting  a  bad  rap  as  penpals  sometimes. 

I  understand  that  some  people  have  had  bad  ex¬ 
periences  by  being  conned  by  cons,  yet  I  feel  that 
a  small  percentage  are  giving  the  rest  of  us  a  bad 
rep.  I  have  gotten  many  answers  to  my  ad  and  on 
the  whole  I  have  developed  good  friendships  with 
most  of  them. 

A  good  rule  of  thumb  to  follow  is,  if  they  start 
to  ask  for  things  and  you  don’t  feel  comfortable, 
say  no;  better  yet,  say  in  the  first  letter  that  you 
are  interested  in  correspondence  -  period.  I  have 
always  thought  that  1  must  be  willing  to  give  of 
myself  in  these  relationships  therefore  1  wrote 
promptly  and  try  to  make  my  letters  enjoyable  to 
others. 

1  wish  to  thank  people  who  take  the  time  to 
write  me.  And  to  those  who  stopped,  often 
without  saying  why  [isn’t  this  a  con?]  I’m  sorry  1 
didn’t  turn  out  as  you  may  have  expected.  (I’d 
still  like  to  try.) 

To  GCN  and  Mike,  you  do  a  good  job  and 
thanks  for  making  these  two  years  easier  to  bear. 
Steve  Simmons 
86A3979  (5-2-12) 

Box  367 

Dannemora,  NY  12929 


engage  in  naked  prophesy  and  to  keep  it  up  for 
three  years  (Isaiah  20:1-5).  Another  prophet, 
Micah,  was  so  impressed  that  he  promised  to  im¬ 
itate  Isaiah’s  action  (Micah  1:8). 

Now  if  these  accounts  don’t  establish  a  biblical 
tradition  for  exhibitionism,  1  say  go  to  the 
“moon,”  or  to  the  source,  to  the  top  man,  and 
you’ll  find  none  other  than  Jehovah  himself,  tell¬ 
ing  Moses  that  he  can  have  a  peek  at  his  very  own 
“hinder  parts”  (Exodus  33:20-23).  This  univer¬ 
sal  deific  mooning  must  have  been  an  impressive 
sight  that  has  certainly  provided  us  moderns  with 
a  relevant  educational  tool. 

Judge,  if  it’s  good  enough  for  Noah,  King 
David,  Saul,  Isaiah,  Micah  —  and  even  Jehovah 
—  what’s  wrong  with  a  couple  of  ordinary 
Americans  doing  it?  If  imitation  is  the  sincerest 
form  of  flattery,  why  then  these  men  deserve  a 
reward  not  punishment,  if  you  use  the  Bible  as 
your  guide. 

Before  you  cite  “God’s  law”  again,  perhaps 
you  should  reread  that  saucy  tome.  The  incest, 
rape,  adultery,  group  sex,  striptease,  prostit¬ 
ution,  abortion,  pregnancy  by  proxy,  homosex¬ 
uality,  sex,  drugs,  circumcision  of  the  living  and 
the  dead,  bestiality,  scatology,  castration,  wife¬ 
kidnapping,  devil  sex,  witchcraft  and  much  more 
ought  to  categorize  the  Bible  as  what  Meese  calls 
pornography  and  not  as  a  book  of  law. 

Your  charge  should  be  to  uphold  civil  law  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  not  inflict 
religious  beliefs  on  the  people  of  Texas.  I  suggest 
you  stick  to  civil  law  and  don’t  muddle  it  any  fur¬ 
ther  with  religion  and  “God’s  law.” 

Yours  beyond  religion, 

Stephen  J.  Maciejewski 
Philadelphia,  PA 


we  won! 

Dear  GCN: 

We  won!  The  Alabama  Dept,  of  Correction 
has  given  up.  We  won  the  fight  over  me  receiving 
GCN.  We  took  them  to  court  and  before  the 
judge  could  give  us  a  verdict,  they  submitted  by 
saying  1  can  receive  the  paper. 

1  would  like  to  thank  your  staff  and  other  peo¬ 
ple  who  wrote  the  prison  in  protest  of  them  not 
allowing  me  to  receive  GCN. 

But  a  special  thanks  goes  out  to  my  brother 
who  1  love  as  1  love  myself,  Richard  Tremblay  of 
Boston  BWMT  who  always  was  faithful  to  help 
me  in  any  problem  I  had. 

It  goes  to  show  when  we  stick  together  as  a 
community,  family  and  friends,  we  can  get  what 
we  go  out  for. 

I  can’t  wait  to  receive  my  papers! 

Once  again,  thank  you  Richard  and  GCN, 

Nathaniel  Barnes 

136238  1-S-T 

100  Warrior  Lane 

Bessemer,  AL  35023 


those  who  do  not 
learn  from  the 
past. . . 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  to  In 
These  Times 

Dear  In  These  Times: 

Today  I  received  your  fund  appeal.  For  the  past 
decade  1  have  been  an  avid  reader  of  ITT.  In  that 
time,  I  would  conservatively  estimate  that  I  have 
sent  you  at  least  $200,  between  my  subscription 
and  various  donations.  I  have  often  given  to 
emergency  fund  appeals  in  the  past  because  I 
believe,  generally,  that  your  paper  provides  one 
of  the  best  alternative  perspectives  on  the  news. 

“Once  again,”  you  tell  us,  “In  These  Times  is 
facing  a  severe  financial  crisis.”  This  time.  I’m 
sorry  to  have  to  tell  you,  you  deserve  it.  Your  sex¬ 
ist,  anti-gay  attitudes  stink  to  high  heaven.  Like 
the  behavior  of  the  German  Left  before  Hitler, 
such  bigotry  (no  matter  how  politely  you  attempt 
to  couch  it  in  liberal  terms  )  is  alienating  the  very 
people  you  should  be  seeking  out  as  allies,  playing 
into  the  hands  of  the  most  repressive  and  reac¬ 
tionary  forces  in  this  society.  To  your  disgrace, 
you  are  performing  their  dirty  work  for  them: 
divide  and  conquer.  Those  who  do  not  learn  from 
the  past  are  condemned  to  repeat  it. 

As  a  gay  man  who  has  lost  many,  too  many, 
dear  friends  to  AIDS  (including  one  who  died  just 
a  couple  of  days  ago),  I  was  deeply  insulted  by  the 
recent  editorial  advocating  “routine”  use  of  . the 
“AIDS  test”  for  certain  unpopular  classes  of  per¬ 
sons  (like  prisoners,  who  are  already  put  through 
hell  on  the  merest  suspicion  that  they  could  have 
AIDS)  —  and  then  by  James  Weinstein’s  mealy- 
mouthed  apologia  several  weeks  later  in  response 
to  a  couple  of  angry  letters  from  readers.  Four 
years  ago  in  response  to  letters  protesting  your 
slighting  coverage  of  gay  issues,  the  editor  in  ef¬ 
fect  stated  that  ITT  had  already  run  its  token  gay 
story  for  that  year.  When  Stephanie  Poggi  of  Gay 
Community  News  interviewed  John  Judis  for  its 
article  about  you,  he  derisively  accused  her  of 
researching  for  a  “diatribe.” 

Such  symptoms  reveal  a  contemptuous, 
tokenist  attitude  toward  people  who  should  be  a 
vital  part  of  your  readership  —  and  you  are  los¬ 
ing  us,  as  evidenced  by  the  subscriptions  being 
cancelled  in  protest.  Publications  like  Mother 
Jones  and  (especially)  the  Guardian  far  outshine 
you  with  their  sensitive,  incisive  coverage  of  gay 
issues.  You  richly  deserve  the  embarrassment  of 
that  GCN  cover  story;  the  cover  should  be  blown 
up  to  poster  size  and  tacked  on  your  front  door. 

If  I  wanted  a  chickenshit  liberal  rag,  I  would 
have  paid  for  one.  Please,  do  not  expect  any  con¬ 
tributions,  or  even  a  renewal,  if  you  continue  on 
your  present  path.  You’re  very  lucky  I  haven’t 
cancelled  (yet).  With  my  present  level  of  anger, 
you  should  thank  your  lucky  stars  that  I’m  not  at¬ 
taching  a  brick  to  this  postal  reply  envelope. 
Sincerely, 

John  Kyper 
Roxbury,  MA 

P.S.  to  GCN:  Kudos  to  Stephanie  for  an  article 
well  done!  One  small  factual  correction, 
however:  Nitrous  oxide  flaughing  gas)  is  not  pop¬ 
pers  (amyl  or  isobutyl  nitrite).  Evidently 
Stephanie  repeated  the  error  implicit  in  the  ITT 
cartoon.  It’s  one  more  small  symptom  of  how 
poorly  their  eoitors  unaerstano  gay  iiiesiyies. 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except  per¬ 
sonal  attacks;  carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  published  on  a  space-available 
basis.  Letters  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED 
limited  to  THREE  typed  pages.  Send  to 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


if  it  was  good  enough  for  noah,  david, 
saul  and  isaiah 
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tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
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liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
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Speaking  Out - 

Civil  Disobedience  as  a  Strategy  to  Fight  AIDS  Bigotry 


Speaking,  Shouting,  Singing,  Must  Equai  Life 

By  Eric  E.  Rofes 


On  Monday,  June  1st,  I  joined  63  other  AIDS  activists  from  throughout  the  nation  in  a 
civil  disobedience  action  to  protest  the  Reagan  Adminstration’s  inaction  in  the  AIDS  crisis. 
We  blocked  traffic  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  in  front  of  the  White  House,  held  signs  and 
chanted  slogans,  and  were  arrested  by  police  officers  when  we  refused  to  leave.  We  were 
carted  away  in  buses  after  being  handcuffed,  photographed  and  recorded  on  arrest  citation 
forms.  After  three  hours  in  the  Indiana  Street  jail,  we  acknowledged  our  guilt,  paid  a  fine, 
and  were  released  from  prison. 

The  event  received  front-page  media  attention  throughout  America  and  in  many 
nations  around  the  world.  A  photograph  of  a  police  officer  handcuffing  activist  Leonard 
Matlovich  wearing  his  Air  Force  uniform  and  carrying  an  American  flag  appeared 
throughout  the  world,  including  a  caption  indicating  Matlovich’s  status  as  a  person  with 
AIDS  and  the  police  officer’s  use  of  yellow  latex  gloves  in  handling  the  arrested  activists. 
President  Ronald  Reagan  publicly  commented  on  the  demonstration  and  the  action  was  a 
political  high-point  of  the  Third  International  AIDS  Conference  in  Washington  —  a 
conference  of  6,500  “experts”  with  an  embarassing  dearth  of  political  awareness  or 
concern. 

Without  attempting  to  overstate  the  experience,  it  is  important  to  discuss  the  experience 
of  this  arrest,  as  it  had  a  deeply  personal  and  profound  impact  on  those  arrested  and  has 
already  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  radicalizing  AIDS  activism  throughout  the  nation. 
While  our  experience  in  jail  was  not  at  all  typical  of  most  arrested  individuals  —  our  “pre¬ 
arrangements”  made  for  a  more  comfortable  stay  than  most  prisoners’  —  the  commitment 
to  civil  disobedience  and  the  accompanying  risks  have  had  a  far  reaching  impact  in  my  own 
life. 


Why  Civil  Disobedience? 

The  action  was  planned  by  a  group  of  activists  throughout  the  nation,  spearheaded  by  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund,  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates  and  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS.  Los  Angeles  area  activists  had  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  the  plans  and  the 
overall  conceptualization  of  the  action. 

My  involvement  began  about  3  weeks  prior  to  June  1st  when  Duke  Comegys  — 


After  spending  the  past  five 
years  sitting  shiva  or  sitting  at  wakes,  we 
were  sitting  in  traffic  outside  the  White 
House.  The  fury  had  been  unleashed. 


president  of  the  Board  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Services  Center  of  Los  Angeles 
where  I  work  as  executive  director  —  called  to  urge  my  participation.  In  initial  discussion 
with  some  of  those  involved  had  I  concerns  about  the  conceptualization  of  the  project,  but  I 
made  arrangements  to  be  in  Washington  and  participate. 

While  some  people  in  California  see  civil  disobedience  as  a  throwback  to  the  ’60s,  civil 
disobedience  and  other  radical  actions  have  continued  as  a  part  of  the  lesbian/gay  and 
feminist  movements  since  Stonewall.  Sit-ins,  illegal  picketing,  “love-ins”  were  a  part  of  an 
overall  strategy  for  gay  liberation.  However,  it  would  be  impossible  to  deny  that  during  the 
’70s  and  ’80s,  our  movement  became  increasingly  oriented  towards  less  radical  approaches, 
preferring  lobbying,  press  conferences  and  schmoozing  with  politicians  as  a  more 
mainstream  strategy  toward  our  goals. 

Over  the  past  two  years,  however,  we  have  seen  the  development  of  more  radical 
approaches  once  again,  this  time  in  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  Groups  such  as  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation  in  New  York,  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee,  the  AIDS  Vigil  in  San  Francisco,  and  Los  Angeles’  several  groups  fighting  the 
LaRouche  Initiative,  as  well  as  the  AIDS  Hospice  Committee,  have  utilized  strategies  for 
raising  issues  and  affecting  politics  that  are  angrier,  less  “polite,”  and  more  visible  than  we 
have  seen  in  most  places  in  recent  years.  A  civil  disobedience  action  in  Washington,  D.C., 
would  serve  to  get  the  word  out  to  places  throughout  the  nation  that  taking  to  the  streets 
must  be  a  part  of  our  strategy  in  these  terrifyingly  repressive  times. 

Those  of  us  who  were  planning  to  be  arrested  enjoyed  a  three-hour  training  before  the 
demonstration  organized  by  San  Francisco  activist  Cleve  Jones  and  the  Women’s  Peace 
Center  in  Washington,  D.C.  Lesbian  and  gay  leaders  from  throughout  the  nation  were 
present,  including  Virginia  Apuzzo  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force;  Dan 
Bradley,  a  person  with  AIDS  and  the  former  director  of  Legal  Services  for  President  Carter; 
Vivian  Shapiro  of  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund;  City  Councillor  David  Scondras  of 
Boston;  Tim  Sweeney  of  New  York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis;  author  Larry  Kramer;  Jean 
O’Leary  of  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates;  Troy  Perry  from  MCC;  Mayor  Steve  Schulte  of 
West  Hollywood  and  many  others.  Los  Angeles  was  well-represented  in  the  group, 
supplying  a  dozen  of  the  64  protesters.  Significant  was  the  inclusion  of  non-gay  AIDS 
activists,  including  APLA’s  John  Mortimer,  and  a  large  number  of  people  with  AIDS 
throughout  the  nation. 

This  was  going  to  be  my  first  time  in  jail.  I’d  participated  in  demonstrations  like  this  in 
Massachusetts,  but  never  let  myself  get  behind  bars.  I  had  some  of  the  fears  that  many 
middle-class  activists  have  when  it  comes  to  putting  ourselves  on  the  line  and  my  fears  were 
exacerbated  during  the  morning’s  training  when  NGRA’s  Leonard  Graff  —  who  prepared 
an  excellent  package  of  information  on  issues  we  should  consider  before  being  arrested  — 
mentioned  that  a  transperson  had  recently  been  raped  in  the  D.C.  jail.  My  stereotypes  of 
criminals  and  lawbreakers  leaped  into  my  mind  and  made  me  reconsider  my  decision.  After 
a  dramatic  discussion  of  the  importance  of  this  action  —  and  a  reminder  of  the  event  slogan, 
“Silence  =  Death”  —  I  resolved  to  continue. 

Facing  the  Police 

We  marched  to  the  park  and  a  quick  press  conference  took  place  with  Jean  O’Leary  and 
Dan  Bradley  leading  the  way;  then  we  took  our  banners  and  a  memorial  wreath  and  leaped 
the  concrete  barriers  onto  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  The  cops  were  ready,  traffic  was  halted 
and  the  television  cameras  hummed.  We  sat  there  in  90  degree  heat  chanting  our  slogans  as 
the  police  urged  us  to  move.  When  they  gave  the  third  warning  and  no  one  vacated,  they 
announced  we  were  under  arrest. 

As  the  arrests  proceeded,  the  crowd  and  some  of  the  demonstrators  taunted  the  cops  — 
a  strategy  that  our  training  session  had  chosen  not  to  pursue  (considering  the  enemy  to  be 
focused  on  Reagan,  not  the  cops).  “Only  sissies  wear  gloves”  was  an  offensive  chant  to  me 
that  unfortunately  found  its  way  onto  national  television  coverage  of  the  demo.  “They’ll  see 
it  on  the  news  —  your  gloves  don’t  match  your  shoes”  was  a  less  offensive,  humorous  chant 
from  the  crowd.  Through  it  all,  the  police  seemed  more  like  Cagney  and  Lacey  characters 
than  the  authoritarian  fantasies  we  see  in  Tom  of  Finland  drawings.  A  humanitarian  spirit 
seemed  infused  throughout  the  action,  enveloping  demonstrators,  the  crowd,  the  cops  and 
the  media.  We  were  there  for  a  reason. 

An  Afternoon  in  Jail 

We  were  driven  to  the  Indiana  Street  station,  booked  and  placed  in  two  cells  —  one  for 
men  and  one  for  women.  I  was  in  a  cell  built  for  roughly  16  individuals  which  housed  about 
49  men  for  three-and-a-half  hours  on  June  1st.  A  toilet  was  in  the  cell  and  bunks  with 


mattresses.  That  was  it. 

It  was  here  that  the  impact  of  the  demonstration  hit  me.  After  the  initial  period  where  jail 
felt  like  summer  camp  or  a  college  dorm  or  a  camping  trip  with  the  gay  guys,  the  experience 
got  a  little  boring.  The  cell  was  overly  air-conditioned,  so  we  were  freezing.  Funny 
comments  and  jokes  lasted  a  few  minutes,  but  then  most  of  us  broke  into  one-on-one 
discussions  or  .small  group  talks  about  many  topics:  our  work,  our  lives,  the  impact  of 
AIDS,  our  fears  for  the  movement.  Some  of  us  found  a  quiet  place  to  rest  and  think.  Some 
of  us  gave  each  other  backrubs. 

I  spent  some  time  here  digesting  the  realization  that  my  activist  work  had  brought  me 
behind  bars.  I  considered  how  1  felt  about  being  imprisoned  and  the  impact  of  prisons  and 
jails  on  my  life,  even  though  I  had  never  been  imprisoned  before.  As  a  Jew,  I  have  lived  with 
the  horror  of  concentration  camps  as  a  real-to-life  experience  for  my  people  this  century.  As 
a  gay  man,  I  have  spent  time  underground,  living  a  double  life,  engaging  in  activities  where  1 
feared  arrest.  As  a  gay  man  in  the  1980s,  1  am  aware  that  even  my  consensual  sexual  activity 
in  a  bedroom  makes  me  a  criminal  in  most  parts  of  this  nation.  And  here  I  was  in  jail  — 
actually,  finally,  in  jail. 

All  of  a  sudden,  the  experience  finally  became  real  to  me  in  a  larger  and  more  moving 
sense  than  the  focus  on  myself.  Seeing  our  leadership  behind  bars  in  a  mass,  dramatic 
statement  of  how  desperate  we  are  in  this  AIDS  fight,  brought  the  matter  to  a  new  level. 
With  Reagan  calling  for  mandatory  testing,  with  Bush  believing  that  it’s  only  a  “gay 
conspiracy”  that’s  preventing  the  Right’s  AIDS  agenda  from  being  fully  empowered  with 
fundamentalists  calling  for  our  quarantine,  tattooing  and  extinction,  we  must  get  angry  and 
we  must  show  this  anger  and  desperation  as  visibly  as  possible.  Knowing  that  each  of  us 
behind  bars  has  lost  countless  friends,  colleagues,  lovers  and  the  epidemic  is  only  beginning, 
made  the  demonstration  make  sense  to  me.  We  were  not  letting  our  grief  and  our  sadness 
and  our  fear  freeze  us  into  inaction.  We  were  transporting  it  into  anger,  into  action,  into 
fury.  We  had  turned  the  tide  for  ourselves,  away  from  paralysis  and  into  spirited  activity. 
After  spending  the  past  five  years  sitting  shiva  or  sitting  at  wakes,  we  were  sitting  in  traffic 
outside  the  White  House.  The  fury  had  been  unleashed. 

These  might  seem  strange  statements  to  make  concerning  a  group  of  activists  so  involved 
in  AIDS  action  work  for  the  past  six  years.  Certainly  none  of  us  had  been  paralyzed.  But,  for 
myself,  the  past  few  months  have  seen  a  tidal  wave  of  loss  and  fear  come  over  me.  Death 
upon  death,  fear  upon  fear,  loss  upon  loss.  As  the  impact  of  AIDS  on  my  life  runs  its  course, 
I  will  see  periods  of  being  overwhelmed,  confused,  discouraged  and  frozen.  My  mind  may 
work  but  my  feelings  may  shut  off.  My  compulsions  may  ebb  and  flow  and  send  me  into 
action  in  healing  ways  or  destructive  ways.  The  only  thing  certain  is  that  no  one  prepared  me 
—  or  any  of  us  —  for  a  tragedy  of  this  magnitude.  My  response  and  my  coping  is  on  a  day- 
to-day  basis. 

In  a  conversation  with  one  activist  during  our  jail  stay,  we  were  discussing  the  role  of  gay 
male  leadership  in  the  age  of  AIDS,  an  issue  I  think  about  daily.  For  those  of  us  who  are 
committed  to  being  here  —  in  the  movement  —  for  the  long  haul,  it  is  critical  that  we  care  for 
ourself  and  chart  actions  and  strategies  with  a  vision  in  mind.  Most  of  all,  however,  is  the 
need  for  our  movement’s  leadership  to  present  optimism  and  hope  for  the  community.  We 
will  stop  AIDS.  Many  of  us  will  survive  this  epidemic.  Gay  culture  will  exist  in  twenty  years. 
However,  to  provide  this  vision  and  spirit  of  hope,  we  have  got  to  monitor  our  personal 
cycles  of  anger,  depression,  grief,  joy,  determination.  Like  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride 
Celebrations  —  and  like  the  March  on  Washington  this  fall  —  the  civil  disobedience  action 
in  Washington  has  served  to  fuel  my  spirit  and  recommit  me  to  activism.  Sharing  two  cells 
with  the  “Washington  64”  during  three  hours  on  June  1st  has  made  me  acknowledge  just 
how  committed  I  am  to  this  community  and  how  important  it  is  to  express  this  commitment 
in  action. 

As  we  were  released  and  left  our  cells  and  went  onto  the  street  in  the  late  afternoon  heat 
and  humidity,  there  was  a  sense  of  celebration  and  relief.  With  movie  cameras  recording  our 
exit,  and  hugs  and  kisses  from  supporters,  many  of  us  knew  that  our  small  action  had  had  a 
major  impact  on  our  own  conception  of  ourselves,  our  movement  and  our  fight  against 
AIDS.  If  it  is  true  that  “Silence  =  Death,”  then  speaking,  shouting,  singing,  chanting, 
yelling  clearly  must  equal  life! 

Eric  Rofes  is  an  ex-GCN  staffer  and  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community  Services  Center  in  Los  Angeles. 
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Coming  Out  to  March  on  Washington 

Continued from  page  3 


the  line,  the  process  broke  down.” 

Laureano  also  took  issue  with 
the  “A-list”  quality  of  speakers. 
“Do  you  have  to  be  a  somebody 
on  an  ‘A-list’  to  speak?  Is  this  a 
people’s  rally?”  He  said  he  was 
“very  disappointed  that  there  is  no 
gay  man  of  color,”  adding  that 
“we  may  have  to  expand  the 
number  of  speakers.  People  are 
starting  to  lobby.”  He  also  asked, 
“What  about  the  older  communi¬ 
ty  and  very  young  people?  They 
always  get  left  out.”  Gerry  Scop- 
pettuolo  agreed,  saying,  “I  think 
they  put  personalities  before 
issues.” 

Cover  disagrees,  saying  he 
hopes  “they  come  up  with  bigger 
names.” 

Other  activists  said  they  believed 
the  desire  for  national  media  at¬ 
tention  had  overridden  the  need 
for  speakers  that  represent  our 
community.  “This  is  our  stage,” 
said  Judy  Andler,  a  staff  person 
for  the  New  England  March  Com¬ 
mittee.  “We  haven’t  been  to 
Washington  for  issues  since 
1979....  We  should  hear  queers 
from  Stonewall  —  our  history  — 
people  in  the  ’50s  during  the  witch¬ 
hunts.”  Andler  called  the  list 
“very  sanitized,”  saying  Barbara 
Smith  was  the  best  choice. 

The  speakers  raising  hackles 
highest  seem  to  be  Lowell  Weicker 
and  Elie  Weisel. 

Mary  Prendergast,  also  on 
staff  in  New  England,  took  issue 
with  Weicker,  saying,  “As  Repub¬ 
licans  go,  he  is  slightly  more 
forgivable,  but  it’s  an  outrage.” 
Ortiz  called  the  choice  “incom¬ 
prehensible”  and  Pat  Norman  said 
Weicker  was  “not  my  idea.” 

Andler,  who  is  Jewish,  said  she 
disagreed  with  the  choice  of  Weisel 
because  “he  is  not  someone  who 
has  made  the  connections  between 
lesbian/gay  and  anti-Semitic  op¬ 
pression.  He’s  not  a  bridge  to  the 
Jewish  community,  he’s  alienat¬ 
ing.”  Some  activists  said  Weisel’s 
recent  change  of  heart  to  recognize 
gay  victims  of  the  Holocaust  was  a 
positive  development,  but  that  his 
support  of  U.S.  policy  in  Central 
America  and  in  the  Middle  East 
make  him  a  poor  choice.  “There’s 
a  question  of  Palestinian  rights  in 
his  lack  of  criticism  of  Israel,”  said 
Scoppettuolo. 

Activists  on  the  march  appear 


divided  on  the  selection  o.*"  Jesse 
Jackson  with  many  saying  they 
support  the  choice  with  reserva¬ 
tions.  Prendergast  called  Jackson 
“among  the  best  of  all  the 
speakers”  but  said,  “I’ve  always 
sensed  he  is  uncomfortable  with 
gays.”  Andler  said,  “I  have  to 
question  his  pro-family  positions. 
He  isn’t  pro-sex.  My  fear  is  that 
he’s  more  mainstreaming,  taking 
on  more  conservative  stands  to 
succeed  in  the  electoral  process.” 

Mixed  feelings  were  also  ex¬ 
pressed  about  Chavez,  with  some 
questions  about  whether  he  is  sup¬ 
portive  of  abortion  rights  and  of 
other  feminist  positions.  Norman 
told  GCN  she  believes  Chavez  is 
“supportive  of  our  issues.  He 
walks  with  us,  marches  with  us, 
talks  with  us ....  As  progressives, 
we  look  for  somebody  who 
embodies  the  purest  of  the  pure  — 
that’s  not  going  to  happen.” 

Some  march  organizers  also 
criticized  the  choice  of  Ellie  Smeal, 
describing  her  as  “centrist”  and 
unwilling  to  take  chances  on  les¬ 
bian/gay  issues.  Norman  said  she 
thinks,  “Smeal  validates  our 
movement  by  her  support.” 

Both  Norman  and  Ault  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  March  organ¬ 
izers  must  balance  very  diverse 
constituencies  from  radical  to  con¬ 
servative.  “You  won’t  have  total 
agreement  on  all  issues,”  said 
Ault.  “People  will  have  flaws 
from  somebody’s  perspective.” 
Norman  said,  “There’s  every  kind 
of  ideology  going  on  here.  We’re 
making  every  accommodation  to 
make  certain  no  one  is  left  out.” 

Organizing  the 
Disabled  Community 

Progress  appears  to  be  slow  in 
organizing  the  disabled  communi¬ 
ty  for  the  March.  Bruce  Rose  of 
Atlanta,  the  only  disabled  member 
of  the  steering  committee,  told 
GCN  he  needs  more  support  to 
reach  disabled  lesbians  and  gay 
men  across  the  country.  “I  feel 
like  I’m  doing  this  alone,”  said 
Rose.  “I’m  the  only  person  on  the 
steering  committee  who  is  doing 
this  work.”  He  said  he  has  “not 
been  met  with  open  hostility  or 
with  lip-service,  but  with  compas¬ 
sion  and  concern”  on  the  steering 
committee.  “But  I  would  like  to 
see  the  same  commitment  to  dis¬ 


abled  people  as  we  have  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  caucus ....  The  disabl¬ 
ed  community  is  not  well- 
organized.  How  do  you  reach  a 
community  that  is  largely  invisi¬ 
ble?” 

Rose  said  he  is  urging  steering 
committee  members  to  help  or¬ 
ganize  in  local  disabled  com¬ 
munities.  He  added  that  scholar¬ 
ships  for  disabled  people  to  attend 
the  March  are  very  important 
because  70  percent  of  disabled 
people  do  not  have  earned  income. 

Racism 

While  the  March  has  made  a 
clear  commitment  to  fight  racism 
and  sexism  along  with  homopho¬ 
bia,  members  of  the  People  of  Col¬ 
or  Caucus  cite  on-going  problems. 
Some  regions  are  apparently  put¬ 
ting  out  March  brochures  without 
the  anti-racism,  anti-sexism  state¬ 
ment  adopted,  and  according  to 


plan  is  to  have  affinity  groups  ap¬ 
proach  the  steps  in  waves  — 
creating  a  continuous  motion 
towards  the  Court.  Each  affinity 
group  may  focus  on  a  particular 
theme  or  plan  an  action  apart  from 
that  organized  by  the  scenario 
committee.  A  legal  permit  for  a 
rally  at  a  park  across  from  the 
Supreme  Court  has  been  obtained. 
But  if  more  than  300  people  enter 
the  park,  police  have  said  that  rally 
would  be  illegal. 

Police  units  have  agreed  to 
allow  March  organizers  to  conduct 
staff  trainings  regarding  AIDS  and 
civil  disobedience. 

Non-violent  civil  disobedience 
trainings  are  being  planned  in 
numerous  states.  People  who  are 
not  currently  in  affinity  groups  can 
go  to  such  trainings  and  meet  other 
people  to  form  an  affinity  group. 
All  participants  in  the  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  action  are  expected  to  have 
undergone  non-violence  training. 

Much  of  the  work,  including 
planning  for  the  action,  fundrais¬ 
ing  and  outreach,  remains  to  be 
done.  From  the  July  4  meetings  it 
was  clear  that  many  issues  regar¬ 
ding  race  and  gender  are  not 
resolved.  In  a  meeting  of  35  peo¬ 
ple,  Loren  Laureano,  who  is 


Loren  Laureano,  people  of  color 
in  the  South  Central  region  are  ex¬ 
periencing  bigotry,  especially 
women.  Laureano  said  he  has  been 
excluded  from  March  events  in 
Texas  to  which  white  steering  com¬ 
mittee  members  were  invited. 

Some  activists  for  the  March, 
both  white  and  people  of  color, 
continue  to  debate  the  lack  of  a 
specific  demand  for  an  end  to  U.S. 
intervention  in  Central  America. 
National  literature  does  include  a 
mention  of  the  issue  and  regional 
literature  may  include  a  specific 
demand  for  an  end  to  U.S.  war  in 
Nicaragua.  However,  some  March 
workers  continue  to  insist  the 
issues  should  have  been  accepted 
as  a  demand.  “If  we’re  going  to 
take  on  South  Africa,  we  should 
take  on  Central  America  as  well,” 
said  Andler. 

What  about  the  Midwest? 


Latino,  was  the  only  person  of  col¬ 
or.  He  was  also  the  only  person 
with  AIDS.  Throughout  the 
meeting,  Laureano  stated  he  felt 
the  burden  of  attempting  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  interests  of  people  of  color 
and  people  with  AIDS  —  a  feat  he 
acknowledged  is  impossible. 

While  outreach  was  put  on  the 
agenda,  it  was  not  discussed  until 
the  end  of  the  second  day,  when 
many  people  had  already  left  the 
meeting.  Consequently  outreach 
plans  will  be  left  up  to  local  civil 
disobedience  committees. 

Gender  issues  were  first  address¬ 
ed  when  one  man  noted  that  al¬ 
though  there  were  more  women 
than  men  at  the  meeting,  the  men 
were  doing  the  bulk  of  the  talking. 
Later  in  the  meeting,  when  a 
woman  suggested  that  gay  men  as¬ 
sume  much  responsibility  for 
fundraising  because  men  have 
more  access  to  money  than  wo¬ 
men,  a  short  argument  ensued. 
One  man  threatened  to  leave  the 
meeting  if  he  was  going  to  be 
“blamed”  for  being  a  man.  Na¬ 
tional  March  staff  person  Lee 
Bush  noted  that  most  of  the  mon¬ 
ey  raised  by  the  march  to  this  date 
has  come  from  lesbians  — 
specifically  from  money  raised  at 


March  organizers  who  are  active 
in  the  Midwest  and  South  Central 
region  claim  there  is  a  lack  of  at¬ 
tention  to  anything  outside  the  ur¬ 
ban  centers  on  the  West  and  East 
Coasts.  “Discussion  often  happens 
minus  the  Midwest,”  said  steering 
committee  member  Ann  Degroot 
of  Minneapolis.  “There’s  a  pooh- 
poohing  of  the  Midwest.” 

Laureano,  of  Texas,  agreed, 
saying,  “Many  of  the  struggles  are 
between  New  York  and  California. 
Money  talks  and  power  talks.  The 
middle  part  of  the  country  is  ig¬ 
nored.” 

The  Wedding 

Another  issue  continuing  to 
raise  ire  is  the  planned  mass  wed¬ 
ding  in  which  long-term  gay  and 
lesbian  couples  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  wedding  is  designed 
to  draw  attention  to  the  lack  of 
Continued  on  page  11 


the  Southern  Women’s  Music  and 
Comedy  Festival. 

Despite  these  problems,  people 
left  the  meetings  energized,  ready 
to  do  work  in  their  own  commun¬ 
ities.  “The  time  is  right,”  said 
Jessica  Shubow,  a  member  of  the 
Boston  Committee.  Shubow 
would  not  venture  a  guess  as  to 
how  many  people  will  participate 
in  the  civil  disobedience  action  but 
the  “momentum  is  going  quite 
remarkably.” 

Flowing  Margaret  Johnson, 
from  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  said  as 
long  as  she  was  not  protected  as  a 
woman  or  a  lesbian  she  had  a 
“moral  obligation”  to  partake  in 
actions  such  as  civil  disobedience 
at  the  Supreme  Court.  “The  pow¬ 
er  structure  of  white  male  hetero¬ 
sexuals  is  not  going  to  yield  power 
unless  [it  is]  threatened  econ¬ 
omically  or  politically.” 

Added  momentum  for  the  civil 
disobedience  is  expected  to  come 
from  recent  direct  action  organiz¬ 
ing  on  AIDS.  Approximately  one- 
quarter  of  the  people  who  attend¬ 
ed  the  July  4  meeting  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  Act  Up,  a  New  York  based 
organization  which  has  organized 
a  number  of  AIDS-related  civil 
disobedience  actions. 


Civil  Disobedience 

Continued from  page  1 
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Author  Irena  Klepfisz 

Anti-Semitism  and  the  Lesbian  Community 


Irena  Klepfisz  in  Boston,  11/21/82. 


By  Gerard  Koskovich 

Poet  and  activist  Irena  Klepfisz 
speaks  forcefully  about  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  social  exclusion  and 
oppression.  As  a  Holocaust  sur¬ 
vivor,  lesbian,  feminist,  and  lef¬ 
tist,  Klepfisz  brings  a  rare  depth  of 
personal  insight  to  her  analysis  of 
the  struggle  for  social  change. 

“It’s  a  very  tricky  business’’  to 
balance  an  identity  as  a  Jew  and  a 
lesbian,  Klepfisz  says.  “I  can’t 
describe  to  you  the  utter  fear  that  I 
often  experience  around  this  issue. 
The  closer  it  gets  to  home,  the 
more  fearful  I  am.  It’s  the  fear  of 
losing  that  home.’’ 

Author  of  Periods  of  Stress  and 
Keeper  of  Accounts,  contributor 
to  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian 
Anthology  and  co-editor  of  The 
Tribe  of  Dina:  A  Jewish  Women ’s 
Anthology,  Klepfisz  made  her 
remarks  in  a  recent  talk  at  Stan¬ 
ford  University  entitled  “On 
Jewish  Lesbian  Activism.” 

Born  in  Warsaw  in  1941,  Klep¬ 
fisz  came  to  the  United  States  with 
her  mother  in  1949.  The  two  wo¬ 
men  were  the  only  members  of  the 
Klepfisz  family  to  escape  the  Nazi 
Holocaust.  “I  am  what  is  called  a 
child  survivor,”  Klepfisz  said. 

In  the  U.S.,  Klepfisz  and  her 
mother  settled  in  Brooklyn,  where 
the  poet  continues  to  make  her 
home.  She  grew  up  in  a  supportive 
community  of  Holocaust  surviv¬ 
ors,  many  of  them  members  of  the 
Jewish  Labor  Bund. 

“It  was  from  those  people  that  I 
learned  politics,”  Klepfisz  recall¬ 
ed.  “  ‘Never  cross  a  picket  line’ 
was  one  of  the  major  tenets  unto 
death.  An  identity  with  workers, 
understanding  the  problem  of 
poverty  —  in  many  ways,  [these] 
classical  socialist  principles  seemed 
to  me  quite  ordinary.” 

After  studies  at  City  College  of 
New  York  and  the  Univeristy  of 
Chicago,  Klepfisz  came  to  terms 
with  her  lesbian  identity  in  1973. 

Klepfisz  published  her  first 
book.  Periods  of  Stress,  in  1976.  It 
combined  poetry  about  her  exper¬ 
iences  as  a  Holocaust  survivor  with 
lesbian  coming  out  poems.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Klepfisz,  the  combination 
proved  problematic  for  both  the 
Jewish  community  and  the 
lesbian-feminist  community. 

“There  was  this  section  on  the 
Holocaust,  which  the  [Jewish] 
community  really  identified  with. 
They  were  moved  by  it  and  told  me 
that  they  approved,”  Klepfisz 
recalled.  “[But]  I  never  heard 
anything  [from  them]  about  the 
rest  of  the  book  —  ever. 

“What’s  interesting  is  that  in 
the  lesbian  community,  they 
didn’t  quite  understand  why  the 


book  should  have  this  Jewish 
part,”  Klepfisz  said.  “They  really 
didn’t  know  what  to  do  with  the 
Holocaust  poetry.” 

According  to  Klepfisz,  she  first 
identified  the  impact  of  her  exclu¬ 
sion  as  a  lesbian  from  the  Jewish 
community  and  as  a  Jew  from  the 
lesbian-feminist  community  while 
working  on  an  essay  for  the  1982 
anthology  Nice  Jewish  Girls. 

“I  realized  in  writing  the  piece 
how  angry  I  was,  how  alienated 
and  how  rejected  I  felt  that  I  could 
not  really  enter  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  and  be  who  I  wanted  to 
be,”  she  explained. 

“At  the  same  time,  I  was  very 
angry  at  the  lesbian  community, 
feeling  that  the  anti-Semitism  was 
really  quite  palpable  —  and  feeling 
an  enormous  amount  of  dis¬ 
appointment,  as  all  of  you  must 
experience,  if  you  enter  any  kind 
of  movement  with  a  great  deal  of 
hope  of  transformation. .  .and 
you  find  out  that  people  are  people 
and  they  carry  their  baggage  with 
them,”  she  continued. 

Klepfisz  identified  several  factors 
beyond  the  homophobia  and  anti- 
Semitism  of  American  society  as  a 
whole  that  explain  the  difficulties 
Jewish  lesbians  face  in  the  Jewish 
community  and  the  women’s 
community. 

Recalling  her  mother’s  frighten¬ 
ed  reaction  to  her  coming  out, 
Klepfisz  explained  that  “it  was 
partly  homophobia,  but  it  was  also 
a  Jewish  response  in  terms  of  pro¬ 
tecting  me.  She  didn’t  say  it  direct¬ 
ly,  but  she  definitely  communic¬ 
ated  the  message  that  I  didn’t  need 
another  thing  in  this  world  for  the 
mainstream  to  harm  me,  that  as  a 
Jew  and  a  survivor,  you  kept  a  low 
profile. 

“I  think  there’s  been  resistance 
[to  accepting  lesbians]  in  the 
Jewish  community  for  that 
reason,”  Klepfisz  remarked.  “I 
don’t  want  to  excuse  the  homo¬ 
phobia  or  gloss  over  it,  but  I  think 
there’s  also  this  real  psychological 
element  in  it.” 

In  the  women’s  community, 
Klepfisz  sees  “an  unfortunate  fear 
that  by  focusing  on  Jewish  issues, 
you’re  going  to  drain  energy  from 
other  issues. 

“There’s  a  kind  of  scarcity  the¬ 
ory,  that  we  don’t  have  enough 
energy  for  everything  and  every¬ 
body;  if  you  add  one  more  thing  to 
the  list,  you’re  not  going  to  have 
enough  energy  to  deal  with  Third- 
World  issues,  with  working  class 
issues,  with  all  kinds  of  things  that 
are  more  important,”  she  explain¬ 
ed. 

Another  difficulty  is  the  fact 


that  “anti-Semitism  and  Jewish 
issues  don’t  fit  a  mold,”  Klepfisz 
said.  “For  example  a  lot  of  people 
say,  ‘Well,  many  Jews  are  middle- 
class.  They  have  a  certain  amount 
of  material  comfort.  So  why 
should  we  address  the  issue  of  anti- 
Semitism?’ 

“There’s  not  a  real  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  nature  of  anti-Semitism 
and  what  Jews  experience,  because 
of  the  very  narrow  categories 
within  the  women’s  movement  of 
how  they  classify  oppression,” 
Klepfisz  continued.  “You  don’t 
just  experience  oppression  because 
you’re  poor.” 

Recently,  Klepfisz  has  seen  signs 
of  positive  change  in  the  Jewish 
community.  She  noted  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  lesbian  support  group  in 
the  New  York  section  of  the 
American  Council  of  Jewish 
Women  as  one  example. 

“There’s  been  real  movement 
[in  the  Jewish  community],”  Klep¬ 
fisz  said.  “There’s  more  accep¬ 
tance.  [But]  it’s  never  what  you 
want  or  as  much  as  you  want.” 

Klepfisz  also  sees  a  greater  will¬ 
ingness  to  address  Jewish  issues  in 
the  women’s  movement.  She  cited 


By  D.  J.  Johnson 

I  came  to  Boston  in  1975  from  a 
small  midwestern  town  to  attend 
Boston  University.  I  was  an  Am¬ 
erican  History  major  and  looked 
forward  with  eagerness  and  an¬ 
ticipation  to  studying  and  living  in 
this  city  of  history,  culture  and 
tradition. 

The  fall  of  ’75  saw  violence  in 
Boston  and  the  turmoil  precipit¬ 
ated  by  court-ordered  busing.  As 
members  of  some  white  com¬ 
munities  were  allowed  to  use  their 
vehement  opposition  to  desegrega¬ 
tion  as  a  subterfuge  to  terrorize  the 
city,  I  became  acutely  aware  of  my 
identity  as  a  Black  man  and  subse¬ 
quently  as  a  gay  man. 

Previous  to  my  arrival  here  1 
had  notions  of  Boston  being  a  very 
liberal  and  open  city.  My  experi¬ 
ences  in  Boston  in  general,  and  in 
gay  bars  and  with  white  gays  in 
particular,  disabused  me  very 
quickly  of  my  romantic  notions 
about  the  liberalism  of  this  city. 
Those  experiences  in  gay  bars  also 
shed  light  on  my  belief  that  white 
gay  men,  because  of  their  oppres¬ 
sion  by  straight  society,  are  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  oppression  of  others. 
That  too  was  a  myth. 


the  National  Women’s  Studies 
Association,  which  “has  been 
enormously  resistant  to  Jewish 
women’s  needs.”  The  group 
“finally  succumbed”  last  year  and 
held  a  workshop  to  sensitize  non- 
Jews  to  issues  of  anti-Semitism. 

Klepfisz’s  talk  was  sponsored  by 
Stanford’s  Jewish  Studies  Pro¬ 
gram,  the  Institute  for  Research 
on  Women  and  Gender,  Inno- 


Gay  bars  discriminated  against 
Blacks,  Latinos,  Asians  and  wo¬ 
men,  with  monolithic  audaci¬ 
ty.  Doormen  were  daring  and  bold 
in  their  arbitrariness  about  who 
were  admitted  and  who  were  not. 
While  we  were  being  asked  to  pro¬ 
duce  “positive  identification”  to 
satisfy  the  whims  of  the  doorman, 
whites,  regardless  of  how  young 
they  appeared,  breezed  in  with  the 
greatest  of  ease.  For  those  who 
were  able  to  get  inside,  there  was 
often  abused  by  patron  and 
employee  alike  and  it  was  made 
quite  obvious  to  us  that  we  were 
not  welcome.  These  attitudes  were 
further  reflected  by  bartenders 
refusing  to  “see”  us  and  by  har¬ 
assment  from  the  management 
and  even  from  the  police.  Yet 
through  all  of  these  obstacles,  we 
persisted  in  exercising  our  right  to 
be  there. 

While  the  “clubs”  are  no  longer 
obtuse  in  their  admission  policy, 
bartenders  will  eventually  get 
around  to  serving  us,  and  some 
even  have  Blacks  on  their  staffs, 
very  little  has  changed.  I  suspect 
that  the  practices  of  gay  bars  have 
changed  not  because  of  the  good- 


vative  Academic  Courses  and 
several  other  Stanford  organiza¬ 
tions  as  part  of  a  conference  on 
“Women’s  Studies/Jewish 
Studies:  Convergences.” 

Two  of  Klepfisz’s  books  are 
available  by  mail:  Keeper  of  Ac¬ 
counts  ($6.95)  and  The  Tribe  of 
Dina  ($11.20)  from  Sinister 
Wisdom  Books,  P.O.  Box  1308, 
Montepelier,  VT  05602. 


ness  of  someones’  little  hearts  but 
because  we  are  now  actively  taking 
legal  action  against  those  bars  who 
discriminate.  And  we  now  follow 
through  with  those  actions  rather 
than  giving  up,  as  I  did  in  1980 
when  I  and  others  filed  complaints 
against  a  bar  in  Copley  Square. 

While  the  public  practice  may 
have  improved,  I  suspect  the  at¬ 
titudes  and  perceptions  of  white 
gays  towards  the  Black  gay  com¬ 
munity  have  remained  virtually  un¬ 
changed.  We  are  the  invisible  com¬ 
munity.  When  white  gay  people 
approach  us  they  see  only  their 
surroundings,  themselves,  or  fig¬ 
ments  of  their  imagination  —  in¬ 
deed  anything  and  everything  ex¬ 
cept  us.  Ralph  Ellison  pointed  this 
out  in  his  book  Invisible  Man  30 
years  ago  in  reference  to  white 
people  in  general.  Sometimes  it 
seems  even  more  apropos  to  the 
gay  community.  The  cardinal 
truth  about  white  society  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  white  gays  in  particular  is 
that  neither  of  them  has  ever  seen 
Blacks  as  anything  other  than  a 
“race,”  a  “group,”  as  “you  peo¬ 
ple.”  Often  when  1  am  on  the 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Ronald  Kelter 
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(617)  491-4410 
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By  John  Jackoff 

Old  Habits  Die  Hard  vantage  of  the  opportunity  this 

[hough  many  gay  men  have  creates  we  run  the  very  real  risk  that 
changed  their  sexual  politicians  will  do  so. 
behavior  in  response'^to -thj^^  Testing  people  for  the  HIV  virus  in 

- X  unfor-  to  sexually  segregate  the  expos- 

-  — *  ed^-and'-the  unexposed  is  not  the 

ans||,^.  Be^es  the  overwh^r^n^ 
prrfticaT  problems,  testin 
se|>arating  people  is  a  socially  n^ 
idea  whicWee^s  into  the 


current  crisis,, 
tunate  that  many  have  not 
changed  sufficiently.  While^l^  in¬ 
cidence  of  new  AIDS  cas#  show/^ha’f 
past  efforts  at  prevention  Jtve|e  not 
fully  effective,  the  cla^i|^ds|ip 
publications,  as  well#  as?  ptler, 


ed  by  partners  who  are  free  of  the 
diseases  in  question.  In  practice,  this- 
means  monogamous  couples. 

The  guidelines  include  "light  SIM"^ 
among  ihe  activities  *»i.'copsidjred 

‘■"^Dut 


of 


evidence,  show  that  among  S;par 
the  gay  male  wofld  T^xualtiy  c 
tinues  much  as  before.  Ladd®  sym; 
toms  or  a  negative  HIV  test  tfe  taken  as 
assuraiKe  of  absence  of|infection  in 
oneself  or  potential  partner.  Unsafe 
practices,  under 

the  label  of  "safe^x"  con¬ 

scious,"  which  can  me%i  little  as 
"I've  cut  back  from  twicea/we^  to 
twice  a  month,"  or  "I  knq^#ho  jbe  13, ; 
he's  not  a  stranger."  Ttiisibeh 
can  no  longer  be  explained,^ 
result  of  ignorance.  TheTrafi'^’ 
of  a  fatal  disease  through  se 
continues,  and  one  can  only 
that  people  are  ignoring  or  de 
the  risk.  They  seemingly  find  re 
risk  for  reduced  pleasure  a 
bargain. 

Among  those  who  have  changed 
\b,eha'viQr.^‘  r®.3PO>^se  to  the 
^sis,  or^^Mbibay^ofne  out^ince  the 
msis  ^gan,  th$^are,f|!|lirig3  of  loss 


ghtwing.  ^ 

The  answer,? and  the  chmi 


f  fieavy  S/1^,*  pr^^^ai 
with  bleeding 

from  the  "unsafi^^^t  ^pfeSks 
^iSquently^ofs  tne^^^^or's  -  bias.  S/l 
to  .  which  is  not  eveifflienttonqd  in  t:ha< 


for  others  to  add  to  them.  I  am  glad  to 
acknowledge  the  inspiration  of 
Harvey  Fierstein  and  Max  Exander. 

Sex  is  safe  if  it  does  not  have  the 
potential  for  transfer  of  micro- 
iafgaaisms  from  one  body  to  another. 
Aay  shared  anal  activity  has  that 
jj^^reWal,  and  oral  ingestion  of  body 
,ui45?does  as  well.  Sex  which  does 
t  h»ve»t^at  potential  is  mastur- 
^y.  Masturbation,  which  I  use  to 
fe^^  ahy  type  of  orgasm  which 


make^"  dispase‘tjraii^,idi’'^^^i^ties  guidelines  of  the  Phy si-  v^es,imtmv^lye  interpersonal  inser 

loseAeirattraCtiN^ess.  Th^j^’step  ^cians  for  Human  Rights,  is  concerned|^Mi|^  iTe^|,-%^  bgc^me  the  primary 

primarily  with  poweY  and  submis^  sSlitial,jafi|^t^fo# gay  men^ 

^ion,  secondarily  with^he  erotic  value  lajf^pfQpprtiqn  df  orgasms  are 
of  pain,  and?  rarely  with  thg,  activities  and  ha^  aii^a^s  been  masturbatory. 
involving  bloodshed,  y^ich 

the  guidelines  failed  to  ®ake^  that 
skin  is  a  natural  barrier. 
the  skin  facilitates  the  transmihs^oiM^ 


.is*Ttf  ejcaminet 
have  not  had  the 
major  5§.as^  is 


of%he  s^p^si 
sexuall 
The/ 


Sfforts 

tcommgs 
most 
ha\^  read, 
of  safe  sex 
mg  on  tho^e 


m 
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ed 
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Masturbat 
pgrt  frbi; 
frlm^heal 
Sanctioned 


chbngesam' 

tnrt.iifeix)'?€|urhe  a^before.  A  vaccine 
is  not  even  on  the  horizon,  however, 
nor  could  it  help  those  already  expos¬ 
ed.  Even  with  a  cure  for  AIDS  we 
would  still  be  left  with  hepatitis, 
gastro-intestinal  diseases,  and  herpes. 
We  are  not  going  back  to  the  sexual 
lifestyle  of  the  '70s,  nor  do  we  need  to. 


n  fifeeds.  to  .be,  given  sup- 
\  ga>.' comrnunity  and 
authorities*  Itjjeed^to  be 
qnd  01essed,  sg  a^'  to 

Sssetn^^ed,  which  can  infectious 'disease  into  or  out  df  .l^l^ve  the  stigma' of  a  Seqphci^lass 
ch  issu? df  the  4^vocat^  body.  which  it  unfairly 'j&rains. 

Safe  sex  guidelines  encourage  the  '**i!^®3[0tli.$ear  andinfer  sdcn  attitudb^ 
use  ote^bbers,  but  rubber«"«p||:“n^”l,®tSeafrten  go  out  andTud^nd 
ideal.,!!^i^nlv  do  they  havea^failure  each  other,"  'or*'''trieking's  ho\# 
ra^  (tw^^fcbers  have  recently  been 
^^ested)  ,*  out  sex  with  rubbers  is  im- 
j^^^ished  sex.  No  one,  including 
J;||o|e  who  promote  rubbers,  prefers 
It  is  not  just  the  diminished  sen- 
!l|Mon  but  the  loss  of  intimacy  sought 
n  in  anonymous  sexual  en- 
itmters.  The  barr^  is  antithetical,  4»sexl3^I-?coptact  with  others, 
realty  and  sym®!,  tc^e  goals  of  'The  fisst  step,  then,  is  to  get  people 

jerking-off  in  pairs.  I  am  mystified 
why  thj^  is  not  as  popular  as  it  should 


ficiencie's  are  hot-medical  but 
i^and  psychdlbgical.  * , 
Whaf^S^aample.  is  meant  by  call¬ 
ing  some  seMal  activities  "possibly 
safe?"  Activities  ttet  are  "possibly 
safe"  gre  also  "pps&bly  dangerous," 
aren'i  they?;4Q||j^_eYactivJbes  are  "con¬ 
sidered"  s^es,  lias  is-  jhe  passive 
voice  of  the  buh^ucrat  Shd  the  buck-, 
passer.  ThefhulWnrs  refuse  to 
without  reser^tiq^thgt  any  activiiies 
are'safe.  * 


i^ctivm 

‘I'W  1 '**88^  really  ai 
One  cannot-  Rye  a  1|fe  c||mpi|t||^  |the  ai:||vi|^^ 
^  without  risk,  and  it  l3|)^ 

se  ^still  ii\  danger,  to  do  so.  There'is  a  risk.|n|^>h^f  ^ 
tjra’t  a  vaccine  will  per-|  airplane,  driving  a  C^,  hr  ey^^^ijsSr 

ing  the  street,  yet  witmn?^|<|drr^s 
society  deems  these  risks 
and  the  conduct  safe.  ’a||1;i^^3|(| 
avoid  any  conceivable 
tion  (a  spillover,  perhaps,|fro|]9ya||^ 
policy)  has  led  to  the  censprin^gs  on% 

"possibly  safe"  activities  with  such 


st 


disagri 


|afe-;^Jf 
|rou|i^i 
and^gfh 
and  2^1 


S  IS 

er  you  are. 
ipbsites,  they  imply, 
choose  the  latter.  I 


e  iv^sturbation  Sensation! 

remedy  is  not  to  prohibit  and 
rive,  nor  is  it  the  distribution  of 


miniscule  risk  as  kissing|and  cunnil-^  bhtter  safe  sex  guidelines,  although 


Non-Medical  Threats 
Thinking  and  talking  about  sex  has 
become  newly  respectable.  The  coun¬ 
try,  out  of  desperation,  is  willing  to 
consider  new,  even  radical  ideas.  The 
realities  of  sexual  behavior  are  being 
imposed  on  the  world's  con¬ 
sciousness.  If  we  do  not  take  ad- 


mgus.  Lumping  insignificant,  accep¬ 
table  risks  with  those  which  are 
dangerous  detracts  from  the  warning 
against  the  latter,  and  insisting  that 
there  is  no  "safe  sex,"  only  "safer 
sex,"  does  the  same. 

The  guidelines  also  ignore  the  fact 
that  "unsafe"  activities  cannot 
transmit  infection  if  they  are  practic- 


that  would  be  a  good  idea.  The  real 
answer  is  to  make  safe  sex  hot,  so  hot 
that  a  change  in  behavior  is  an  ob¬ 
vious  step  forward.  This  is  already 
happening,  but  at  nowhere  near  the 
speed  that  the  crisis  calls  for.  Here  are 
my  suggestions,  some  original  and 
some  borrowed,  on  that  topic. 
Nothing  would  make  me  happier  than 


'  ^  i  - i - - - - - - *— 


be.i»For  me,  mutual  masturbation  is 
the  hottest  and  most  reciprocal  sex  act 
two  men  can  indulge  in.  Hai^s  can  do 
more  to  and  for  a  dick  than  the  anal 
sphincter  can.  One  can  watch  a  cock 
being  jerked  off  and  watch  it  come, 
while  in  anal  or  oral  sex  it  is  much  less 
visible.  Qne  can  eat  his  own  cum  with 
no  worries  at  all.  One  can  put  two 
cocks  together,  which  is  impossible 
(all  right,  very  difficult)  during  inter¬ 
course.  A  cock  in  the  mouth  not  only 
inhibits  conversation  but  means  the 
mouth  cannot  lick,  kiss  or  bite  many 
other  places  well  worth  those  atten¬ 
tions.  If  one  wants  something  up  his 
ass,  there  are  plenty  of  toys  for  that 
purpose.  Some  are  larger  than  the 
largest  dick.  r 


meet  people.'’  While 
against  masturbation,  su 
statements  ^i^re  acttfaHy  calling  gf«5r/| 
human^codtacf,  ^5^d  not  withoiif 
reasdn.'^iere  are  too  many  people 
jerTting  mf  alone  in  front  of  their 
VCRs.  They'  want  and  need  to  Jiave 


Dr  desigjfer  wc 
•v'Pfione  se«;J 
atarj/in 

snread  rarthe 


and  genuine! 
refenH^if^^c 
men  witEna 


the  ro^ 
ixhibiti 


'rrT 


Sex  involving  insertion  is  limited  to 
a  pair  or  at  most  three  partners. 
Groups,  save  staged  tableaux  in  porno 
moviesr^'af^  collections  of  pairs. 
MasturbaTlwr  'fiba^v^r,  can  easily 
5roup  activity.  I 
of 

part  of  a  circlt 
is' intense  ana 
air 


The  sex'indus^^  ^s'^S  rdl^toTplay 
as  wefl.  Sit^  for  mpsjurbationf  which 
in  private  i?le|ai%.tferyvthere,  need  to 
be  available'  evbiw  ^ay  in  all  cities 
with*the  ^y  comnmnities  to  support 
them.  We  need  I  i^sturbatofy  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  backroof^  the  baths,  the 
south  of  Market  pliilj.  Such  ^  pl^ce 
*^r%)urage  v  vijchihg 


permit 
Iklet  som 


c^t^ 

rarthei 


work  out 
akea 
:pmm 


ana^x- 
erate  priv^^ 
riiyarchij^ 
details’.  ; 
joff  to  a  good 
ies,  needs  to 
down  in 


iH 

'A 


The 
of  th(^ 

Masturbation,  iri<sBb#;b^||^5;f^-lB^  cost.  Publicati^jins  co^uld  have  sections 
promoted  asiDOth  for  ads  seekiag^h^ne  contact  in  addi- 

activity.  As  it  tion  to^  general  fftasturbation  ad  sec- 

it  can,  if  desira^^^l^jjf  irn^rsbnal  tion.  Smaller  g|fy  communities  can 
and  promiscugiy^^TOSy^y,  mastur-  provide  a^ull^in  board  which  those 
batory  activities  >al^®H&^pized  by  who  wsmJllC'al  phone  sex  can  make 
gay  groups:  ga5Cb&r^M@|i^bs,  dhn-  cbnfcm'^w-it^  each  other.  We  should 
pus  gay  orgathiaaJj^ns^J^gisy  religious*  expf^rafir  opposition  to  laws  which 
groups.  BrocfiOT^^^^^jfc  suggestions  ma^j  prohibit  obscene  calls  between 


can  be 
Sexual 


for  setting  up 
written  and 
signals,  such 
ing  "Let's  JerJc 
bandanna,  need  tb, 
and  publicized., 
subgroups  of 
would  surely  emerge.  . 

We  need  masturbational  ^bti;j|lies 
at  the  state  and  national  lev^lsV  con¬ 
ventions,  competitions,  awards. 
There  could  be  jerk-off  teams  and 
leagues  sponsored  by  businesses, 
perhaps.  Religous  rituals  centered 
around  group  masturbation  and 
orgasm  could  be  developed  and 
supported.  We  need  National  Mastur¬ 
bation  Month  and  masturbation 
festivals. 

A  new  profession,  the  masturbation 
or  fantasy  leader,  is  being  born  and 
needs  recognition.  Such  persons 
already  serve  individuals  by  phone; 
they  could  lead  groups  as  well.  We 
need  participatory  pornography,  in 
which  the  actors,  instead  of  putting  on 
a  performance  for  viewers  to  watch, 
invite  the  audience  to  join  them 
beating  off.  This  would  be  mastur- 
batory  theater,  whether  live  or  on 
tape. 


consenting  adults.  Commercial  phone 
sex  services  should  be  reviewed  in 
gay  publications. 

All  of  this,  by  making  non-mastur- 
batory  activities  less  attractive  and 
dlit  of  fashion,  would  go  far  to  reduce 
^exual  transmission  of  AIDS  and 
other  diseases,  and  that  would  not  be 
the  only  benefit.  A  masturbation 
movement  would  also  strengthen  our 
sense  of  community.  More  important, 
it  would  be  fun,  and  we  all  could  use 
more  of  that.  Orgasms  fight  AIDS.  For 
that  matter,  orgasms  fight  depression, 
illness  and  war.  Let's  get  cumming. 


•• 
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Next  week  the 
Summer  Heat  ^ 
continues  in  GCN  l 
with  LESBIANS  AND 
SAFE  SEX... 


areas 


of 


men 


.  .and  the  beat  goes  on" 

The  call  for  National  Masturbation  Month  and  Jerk-off  Tourn311|nt5^W.  ate  exciting 
and  utopian  ideals.  Would  that  the  horny  gay  man  of  the  not-too-distarff'Wfe  could  go  to 
one  of  many  ‘  ‘ Jerkaterias’  ’  for  his  lunch  hour;  or  could  belong  to  groups  of  supportive  en¬ 
thusiasts  which  ceiebrate,  rather  than  denigrate,  the  joys  of  autoerotica. 

In  Boston,  we’ve  been  able  to  read  about  the  San  Francisco  and  ('lew  York  Jacks,  frater¬ 
nal  clubs  dedicated  to  the  fine  art  of  group  Onanism,  but  several  years  after  their  debut, 
such  an  organization  doesn’t  even  appear  to  be  on  the  horflzoriJin  the  New  England  area. 
Apparently  those  who  would  profit  and  those  who  could  benefit  fpm  the  proliferation  of 
Masturbation-As-Exciting-and-Fulfilling-Pastime  are  unmotivated  fo  Trriliate  such  an 
endeavor.  Or  maybe  the  needs  are  being  met  in  other  ways.  , 

While  it’s  true  that  therer  are  no  JO  Tournaments  to  rival  ap  Ma  Plhyoff  series,  there 
certainly  are  plenty  of  pickup  games  being  played  in  a  myriad  of  places  around  town.  A 
watchful  eye  on  a  casual  cruise  through  the  Boston  area  will  reveal  moret circle  jerks  than 
you  can  shake  a  stick,  or  anything  else,  at.  L  i 

A  few  years  ago,  many  political  analysts  predicted  a  return  to  the  spiral  dinservatism 
of  the  Fifties  under  the  watchful  guide  of  the  Reagan  Administration .  Why.shoflid  it  come  as 
any  surprise,  then,  that  if  you’re  able  to  find  a  public  restroom  (or  anywlt^  else  that  it’s 
acceptable  to  whip  out  your  wee-wee)  you’re  quite  likely  to  walk  in  Mtw^r  more  men  in 
the  throes  of  masturbationafecstasy?  tIIf 

With  all  due  thanks  to  the  President:  the  Tea  Room  Lives!  jfi  bus  stations  and 
museums,  porn  theaters  (both  gay-identified  and  non-),  science  centers  and  other  spots  in 
most  of  the  major  universities,  from  Faneuil  1^1  to* the  heart  of  Cambridge,  it  is  happening. 
Men  are  watching  men  jerk-off,  and  while  so,  masturbating  themselves. 

And  let’s  not  forget  the  gr^eat  outdoorsf  p^lain  fixtures  are  not  a  must  for  the  im¬ 
promptu  group  grope.  From  highway  rest  store  tcHhe  venerable  Fens,  it  doesn’t  even  mat¬ 
ter  if  the  land  has  been  set  aside  as  a  sanctuary  for  our  feathered  friends;  if  enough  men 
(many  of  whom  don’t  consider  themselves  gay].|itt^fed^^paths  in  the  middle  of  the 
same  patch  of  woods,  the  Beat-o-Rama  will  contftiue^^H^^j^ 

Most  of  the  masturbati^^enes  I’ve  recenl^  oiiserved  m  l^e  above-mentioned 
locales  have  rarely,  jlever,  dnWroJnto  those  farms  of  bodily  c«i^  Which  could  be  deem¬ 
ed  unsafe.  In  fagUi^eJs-a  surprising  coj^ry.  between  high  traffic,  increased  risk  of 
detection,  ancL#t7lti|^:^^x  ma^^rbatiant'hehaviors.  In  a  public  library  fea  room  where 

Is  are  ampr^lhe  parade-like  throng  passing  through,  one  is 
g^5yc^#J In  an^hing  more  than  self  stimulation  while  wat- 
7^  is  an  iavitation  to  arrest.  Somehow  getting  busted  is 
e'^fj8S/<haf\that  of  sexually  transmitted  disease. 

'  for  the  ‘crime’  of  being  in  a  place  where  the  police 
ys  Kevin  Cathcart  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
a^^twhat  they’ve  seen  to  justify  the  arrests.  Lots  of 
W/vftT^en  someplace  looking  for  sex  but  that  they’d 
barely  made  it  out  of  their  cars,  oKi^the  woods;  or  that  they’d  touched  an  undercover 


security  guards  an 
likely  tb  cbnsfil 
ching  his  feljdw.hdi?  ^ 
perceived  as  a 

‘‘People  oftentimed^^l 
believe  that  gay  se)^s  ^ 
Defenders.  ‘‘The  poTi^ew 
times  clients  have  told  rhe 
ft 


cop’s  shoulder  and  been  busted.  It’s^t^^mportanKlio  realize  that  it’s  a  myth  to  think  that 
all  that  ever  happens  irUtiese  places  is'^s^sex.  TheVeality  is  that  plenty  of  people  are 
behaving  in  a  w^  would  cansiddKi^afe.’’ 

Just  wtiafTSliappeningout  there^>Ofi  a  recent1^|ur,day  night  of  voyeurism,  my  lover  and 


I  strolled" through  a  tree-lined  area’ in  th&j^jiway  stKBon  of  Boston  that  is  kpowrrby  some 
to  a  cruising  place.  WMb  lha-majorilg^^ple  were  doing  nothing  more  than  walking 


arq^,  and^jtow pairs  and^ios  were  jerk^^off^we  were  surprised  to  spe  some  applying 
moltkS to  genitals.  ' 

'  ‘‘I  can’t  believe  t|i^c(KJld  .be  $0  reckless,^’  I  whispered.  MyTm'mediatfjudgmental 
attitude,  whi(*.^OM;tfkl  so  simifaf  to  those  Undercover  detectives  who  shut  down 
the  MlneshaftTn  New  JYqrH,  was  teirlpered  by  an, even  more  recwt  day//me  excursion  along 
those"' ^me..fqo^th^.:-Tl&QhB  were  more  used  condoms  per  square  foot  Ifhfng  those 
walkways  th'tii-rteird  arh  Today  vending  machines  in  mos7- metropolitan  iareas. 

The  bottom  line  is,  o^diwrse,  that  aftprdable  fperhaps  sliding-scale)  private  facilities 
for  consenting  adults  in  whictvtnasturbatiqn  is  the.opfjmali  glorified  behavior  would  do 
much  to  alleviate  the  chanc^to^tegal  hassles.  health:pjot)t^s  and  boredom.  The  scene 
would,  urtfo(lunately  be  d^d-of  fhe  reb^us  revoiitioriary  thrHl  and  adrenaj  rush  of 
public  sex,  bill  thaB^q»;fie  repfcc^  ^y  a  ffightened  feeling  gJ.carhafa3«r1e.fhaT  hun- 
ntl^oliren  upon  in  <4  every  day. 

''  ’  *  •Christopher  Wittke 
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Telephone; 
(617)  262-5223 


Agoraphobia  Treatment 
and  Research  Center  of 
New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Laurie  A.  Livingston,  Ed.D. 
Licensed  Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 

agoraphobia  •  panic  disorder  •  simple  fears  and  phobias 
•  depression  •  stress  disorders  •  social  anxiety  • 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HiV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  .Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  V'ictim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 


E  15  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY^ 


by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.  C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Plainer 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 
Boston  (617)  266-0760 


Co  M  ASSOC 


ASSOCIATES.  INC. 


Residential  Real  Estate 


JAMES  DOWALIBY 

Sales  Associate 


249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  .MA  02122 


Office; 

(617)  825-8200 


B.C 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston.  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orieans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


•  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
.  617-266-2240 

^  HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  wilT  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


to,  Boston  Danvers 

bchoyior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 
0650CI0tC5  262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 

Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridee 
51  Bratilc  Si 


•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 
*  confidential  • 


Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 

★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 

BROOKLINE  ALLSTON 

241  Washington  St.  168a  Brighton  Ave., 

731-1015  ROSLINDALE  782-0400 

4521  Washington  St. 

323-0800 

Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

CALL  THE 

INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


LookiNQ  For  someone  speciaL? 

...SOMEONE  who  CARES  AS  MUCh 
AboUT  ThE  pEOplE  tHeY  MEET  AS 

you  do? 


CaU  tRe  iNTROduCTiON  SERVICE 

wirh  ThE  lARqEST  qAy  cUenteIe 
In  New  ENqlANd: 


*•  Discrete 

•  Confidential 

•  Gay  Staffed 

•  Established  1982 


We  have  clients  in  all 
New  England  waiting 
to  meet  YOU! 


CaU  TodAy  foR  youR  coNfidENTiAl 
AppoiNTMENT 

Nashua,  NH  Portsmouth,  NH 

(603)  880-7625  (603)  433-4374 


Professional 


Double 

Struggle 

Continued from  page  7 

street  I  pass  whites  with  whom  1 
am  acquainted.  They  look  at  me 
but  do  not  see  me.  When  I  rouse 
them  from  their  somnambulism 
they  are  thrilled,  startled  and  often 
embarrassed,  taking  great  pains  to 
assure  no  slight  was  intended. 
What  they  see  is  a  Black  face,  not 
the  individual  distinctions  that 
make  up  the  face,  that  make  up  the 
personality.  Since  most  whites  are 
afraid  of  Blacks,  they  don’t  bother 
to  look  beyond  and  distinguish 
one  Black  face  from  another  — 
“They  all  look  alike  to  me.” 

It  is  difficult  to  discuss  racism  in 
the  gay  community  without  ref¬ 
erence  to  whites  in  general.  White 
straights  and  white  gays  are  for  the 
most  part  cut  from  the  same  cloth. 
What  has  become  quite  clear  to  me 
is  that  white  gays  see  themselves  as 
primarily  gay  only  in  relation  to 
other  white  gays,  and  that  many 
white  gays  are  unable  to  think  in¬ 
dependently  of  their  whiteness. 
The  actions  of  white  gays  are  in 
direct  correlation  to  their 
whiteness,  not  to  their  gayness.  If 
such  were  the  case,  the  elimination 
of  racism  and  discrimination  in  the 
gay  community  would  not  be  a 
task  of  such  mythic  proportions, 
and  white  gays  would  be  aware  of 
their  own  oppression.  Instead  they 
have  chosen  to  identify  with  the 
very  society  that  oppresses  them. 

Individuals  within  the  white  gay 
community  have  broken  through 
this  race  identification.  They  are 
working  to  end  racism,  within 
themselves  and  within  the  gay 
community  institutions.  As  the 
gay  community  in  general  slowly 
works  through  its  problems,  so 
does  the  Black  gay  community  and 
other  gay  people  of  color.  We  have 
done  it  with  some  very  vocal  and 
enthusiastic  support  from  the 
white  community. 

This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of 
articles  written  by  members  of  the 
People  of  Color  Task  Force,  a 
component  of  the  Boston 
Committee  for  the  March  on 
Washington  on  October  11.  For 
more  details,  call  267-7723  or 
424-6989. 


Newbury 
Veterinary  Clinic 
Bruce  R.  Weiner,  V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Av., 
Boston  ,MA  02115 

Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

_ J  &  S  Automotive 

BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
It's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's- also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they're  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  "The  Brinks  Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  "Best  ot  Boston." 
Fall  1980. 


277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 
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GET  STUFFED! 

The  Friday  Nile  Stuffing  Party! 
Stuff  on  Food!* 

Stuff  on  New  Friends! 

Stuff  on  Conversation! 

Stuff  GCN  in  Enveiopes! 

Each  and  every  Friday  night  at 
Gay  Community  News 
62  Berkeley  Street  •  426-4469 

•FOOD  STUFFS  THANX  TO  DOWNTOWN  CAFE 


March  on  Washington 

Continued from  page  6 


benefits  lesbian  and  gay  domestic 
partners  receive.  Brenda  Howard 
of  New  York  said,  “Those  of  us 
who  are  criticizing  the  wedding 
want  to  emphasize  we  respect 
other  people’s  relationships,  but 
we  feel  the  movement  needs  to 
fight  for  everyone’s  rights  to  hous¬ 
ing,  health  care,  and  chosen 
families  without  trying  to  convince 
the  government  we  deserve  these 
rights  because  our  relationships 
look  like  heterosexual  families.” 

Prendergast  of  Boston  concur¬ 
red,  saying,  “The  wedding  val¬ 
idates  only  traditional  relation¬ 
ships.  It’s  opposed  to  a  gay 


lifestyle  which  means 
community.” 

*  *  * 

While  debates  continue,  steering 
committee  members  and  March 
workers  across  the  country  con¬ 
tinue  organizing  at  topspeed.  It 
won’t  be  perfect,  they  say,  but 
there’s  no  opportunity  like  it  to 
come  together,  to  make  a  public 
statement,  to  demand  what  we 
need  for  our  lives. 

To  contact  the  National  March 
Committee:  write  P.O.  Box  7781, 
Washington,  DC  20044,  or  call, 
(202)  783-1828/1830.  To  contact 


the  S/M — Leather  Contingent: 
write  S/M — Leather  Contingent, 
c/o  GMSMA,  132  W.  24th  St., 
New  York,  NY  10011. 

—filed  from  Boston 


Correction 

A  photo  appearing  with  a 
story  entitled  “Calif.  Queers: 
Lock  up  Weapons,  Not 
People”  in  Vol.  15,  No.  1 
should  have  been  credited  to 
Tom  Alleman.  Our  apologies 
to  Tom  and  our  to  readers. 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
■  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 


General  Practice  Employment 

•Family  Law  •Discrimination 

•Real  EstateJransfers  •Unemployment 

•Consumer/Small  •Worker's  Comp. 

Business 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an  escape  from  depression 
or  relationships.  You’re  hooked  if  you  put  yourself 
in  danger  arid  brush  aside  worries  about  AIDS. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Rlone? 


Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujith  a  safe,  effectiue 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  %30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


“INTOXI- 

GATING  !”  V  MAWkllNI  j 

—Arthur  FrlGdmai^19S6^1^<rc<^y 
Boston  Horold  ^ 

'^“HILARIOUS!’ 


“PUNCH, 
PIZZAZZ, 
SMASHING 
MATERIAL!” 

— Joyco  Kulhowik, 
WB2-TV 

‘FABULOUS. .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

—Lisa  Karlin,  WCVB-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

— K«vln  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

357-8384 


G/OTELLOW  niGES 

INFOmiNG  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publicaiions. 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.  . .  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  Includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section.  • 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N.  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New 
Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Viflago  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail :  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial.  To  list  a  business  or  organization ,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  598A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayelow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115  ' 

(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 
RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associate^ 
of  Cambridge 
843  Mass.  Ave. 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge, 
02139 

617-491-4410 


MA 


ALCOHOL/DRUC  TREATMENT 
SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINC/TAXES 
LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 
23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 
FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
61 7-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

CLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street  ' 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston,  MA  021 14 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  CROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOC  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 
JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  eiectrology  SF>ecialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


MEDICAL/COUNSELINC 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 


FOR 


MEDICAL/COUNSELINC 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 1 30  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling 
&  testing 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186'/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  COLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(61 7)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,-  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 


WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINC/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
351  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 
MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 
FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 
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!Maiy€ire/  TIC.  Sapre 

insurance  Cogency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 
Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.;  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street.  Brookline  (Near  Beocon)  \ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabripi  Brookr  InnVeeper 


1617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


riivircmnuM'F’A 
cv.if-:,s'r  kXTYTi.s 


angtry 

Bed  &  Breakfast 


t 


Experience  &.  Explore  San  Francisco 
from  The  Langtry  ...  a  completely  restored 
San  Francisco  Victorian  mansion  built  in  1896 
and  named  after  Lillie  Langtry-the  most  colorful 
woman  of  the  Victorian  era!  Each  carefully  appointed 
room  is  dedicated  to  a  famous  woman  from  history, 
and,  although  designed  with  the  woman  traveler  in  mind, 
The  Larigtry  also  welcomes  male  guests.  Complete 
with  panoramic  views  of  the  City,  hot  tub,  sun  deck 
and  limousine  service,  The  Langtry  also  offers 
conference  room  and  secretarial  service. 


637  Steiner  St. 
San  Francisco, 
CA  941 1 7 
415/863-0538 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


Phone  482-2900 


Reserve  Now! 
for  the 

National  March  on 
Washington 
October  11 

at  a  special  low  rate 

$9750  round  trip  air 


a  new  free 
service  to 
Provincetown 

let  us  take  care  of  all 
your  reservation  needs 

Provincetown 

Reservation 

System 


call  collect 
toll-free 


617  487-2400 
800  543-4318 


Carnival  ’87 

August  19-26 

Make  your  reservations  now  ! 


7  Central  Street 


Lady  Jane's  Inn 


•  Spacious  rooms  with  private  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

•  Hospitality  porch  for  lounging,  barbecuing 

•  Free  parking,  airport  pick-up 

•  Conveniently  and  centrally  located 

•  Newly  constructed  in  1986 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated 

Provincetown,  MA  02657  617-487-3387 


We 

‘^igjilands 


7 


£ 


p.o.  Box  118G  'JiiBifEniyua 

Valley  View  Lane  "  ' 

Bethlehem,  NH  03574  ^ 

Innkeepers:  ,  / 

Judi  &  Grace  ' 

(603)  869-3978  -  ♦ 

New  England's 
Biggest  and  Best 
Gay  Inn 

SEE  OUR  CLASSIFIED  AD 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  ofiBce 
offering  the  follovving  service  areas; 

Pisiriinination 
Civil  Rights 
llM 

Estate  Planning 
and  Wills 

AlPS  law 
Persenal 
Reiatienship 
Contracts 
Real  istote 
Criminal 
Personal  Injury 

Alec  Gray,  Attorney  at  Law 

Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  367-2840 


TEN  EEKCENT 

EE 


WORDS  AND  ^  MUSIC  BY 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

GIFFORD  H0l$E  CABARET 

PROVINCETOWIN 

(NIGHTLY  ai  i:oo  PIN  (except  Tuesdays) 

Through 
September  7 

Reservations: 

(617)  487-0688 


2nd  Smash 
Season ! 
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PERSONALS 


FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation. 

Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Women 

AMONG  FRIENDS 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmin./.IOea.min. 
evenings  8pm-Hpm 


The  LARGEST 
DIRECTORY 
for  New  Ensland 

The  1987 

Community  Guide 

for  gay  men  and  lesbians 

COMPLETE 
&  COMPREHENSIVE 
RESORTS  • 
PROFESSIONALS 
•  BUSINESSES  • 
NON-PROFITS 
•  CONTACTS  •  176  PAGES 
$4.S9  includes  I  sc  class  postage 
Guide  104  Charles  St.  »283 
Boston,  MA  02114 

All  |u«des  wili  bt  sent  out 
tn  unmarked  envelopes 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


HELP  WANTED 


GWM  seeks  same  for  Aug  X-cntry  trip.  I 
am  26,  prof  w/car.  You  are  able  to  share 
all  costs,  responsible,  &  fun.  Please 
contact  Tim  *M7-1644.  ■  j4) 

Well-traveled  prof  F,  43,  witty  but  world¬ 
ly,  seeks  companion  •  for  dinners, 
movies,  conversation,  maybe  more.  No 
drugs  or  alcohol.  776-8934. _ J4) 

AIDS  PROTECTION 
Condoms-Super,  regular,  colors. 

Super  sample  $2.50.  Sonia’s  ' 

Mail  Botique,  POB  748,  Chatt 
TN  37401. _ (4) 

BEYOND  RAINBOWS 
For  women  only-a  publication  for 
women  wanting  to  meet  women.  Sen¬ 
sitive,  supportive,  discrete,  code  ore 
rented.  Low  membership  fee.  Complete 
info/application  $2.00  p'pd.  Discretion 
respected.  “Beyond  Rainbows",  PO 
Box  293  Sweet  Valley,  PA  18656.  (*4) 

RUA  capable  houseboy?  Working  kid  or 
student  who  is  cute,  18,-22  N2safe  sex 
only!  Own  room,  tv,  vcr,  air  etc!  Call  tor 
further  details  (Boston  home)  265-3595. 
_ (••12) 

Lesbian  couple  stable  seeks  sperm 
donor,  paid  or  relationship  discuss. 
AIDS,  herpes,  genetic  disease  negative. 
Box  228. _ (4) 

Trnspintd  to  NYC,  I  long  4  comfort  of 
New  Eng.  U:  over  35  masc  romantic  car¬ 
ing;  dom  aggres  Iviheaded;  cinshvn; 
smooth  upr  arms  shidrs  bck.  To  the 
world  we're  equals,  a  team;  in  b.r.  you 
thrive  on  being  in  charge.  Me;  39,  6-190, 
cinshvn,  somewhat  hairy  depndbl, 
hnst  dwn-to  earth;  gd  sense  humor;  en¬ 
joy  walks  talks  movies  plays  animals 
travel;  no  interest  drugs  disco  drink  par¬ 
tying.  Full  safest  sex  guidelines.  Let's 
write  call  visit.  Chrstphr  POB  64  Bklyn 
NY  11215. _  (10) 

Are  you  a  GM,  27  -f  ?  A  sober,  husky, 
bearded  bear?  Do  you  like  staying  in 
more  than  going  out?  Would  you  like  a 
GM,  24,  to  shower  you  with  big  wet 
kisses,  mess  up  your  hair  &  bed,  and 
give  you  bone-crushing  hugs?  I  thought 
so.  Well,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?  Box  234.  (5) 

PARACHUTIST 
SEEKS  PARTNERS 

to  work  thru  “what  color  is  your 
parachute?”  No  experience  required 
but  should  be  serious.  Box  233. _ IJ) 

MARIAN  ' 

Encounters  over  Sag’s  view,  Nantucket 
lanes  washed  by  moon.  Maria's  spirit  at 
darkroom  door  —  was'  it  romance  that 
stirred  her?  Curious  and  Coral  days. 
And  passion.  Yet,  that  summer  was 

mundane  compared  to  where  we've 
been  since  then.  Happy  10th  Anniver¬ 
sary  —  •  •  . 

Always  in  love  with  you,  Sharon.  (4) 

Me-GWF,  attr,  26,  kind,  shy,  amazonal, 
gd  lover.  You-GWF,  attr,  Possibly 
Possessive?  Fern?  Soft  Hair?  Reliable? 
10-30%  overweight?  (Be  still  my  heart!) 
Box  221. _ (5) 

CIncut,  cinshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
now  In  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at 
215-668-8898. _ (8) 


PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 

Weekend  mornings  &  evenings.Care  for 
dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  needed  very 
flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others  avail, 
ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer  those 
w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not  nec,  will 
train,  but  need  reliable  (male  too!) 
feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let  phone 
ring. _ (C) 

SOCIAL  WORKER 

Advocacy/Minority  Outreach,  bilingual 
preferred,  to  work  with  people  with 
AIDS.  Full-time.  Resume  to;  SWC,  Rl 
Project  AIDS,  22  Hayes,  Providence  Rl 
02908.  Deadline  Aug.21.  Equal  Oppor- 
litnity  Employer. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Experienced  professional  manager 
sought  to  lead  organization,  set  goals, 
fundraise,  and  act  as  spokesperson. 
Report  to  Board  of  Directors;  supervise 
other  staff.  Salary  negotiable. 

COMMUNITY  CENTER  DIRECTOR 
Direct  gay/lesbian  community  center 
scheduled  to  open  early  1988;  do  pro¬ 
gram  design  and  management.  Report 
to  Executive  Director;  supervise  half¬ 
time  volunteer  coordinator.  Salary 
negotiable;  hiring  late  1987. 

MICHIGAN  ORGANIZATION 

FOR  HUMAN  RIGHTS 
MOHR  is  a  statewide  lesbian/gay  non¬ 
profit  corporation  with  1500  members, 
300  active  volunteers,  and  a  $250,000 
budget.  Activities  include  lobbying, 
legal  services,  and  AIDS-prevention 
education.  Inquiries  about  these  posi¬ 
tions  should  be  sent  to  Rick  Wallace, 
Search  Committee  Chair,  MOHR,  17520 
Woodward,  Detroit,  Ml  48203.  (313) 
869-6647.  MOHR  is  an  equal  opportuni- 
ty  employer. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOVING  CARE  MEANS 
HAPPY  KIDS 

Experience,  caring,  non-homophobic, 
anti-racist  day  care  provider  has  F/T, 
P/T  vacancies  from  Sept.  Seeks  to  care 
for  children  of  people  with  similar 
philosophies.  881-8780  after  7PM.  A 
real  home  away  from  home  for  your 
child. _ (5) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbians  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  emotional, 
physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  &  support  call  MAWC, 
617-744-6841. _ (13) 

$250  REWARD  FOR  SOUTH  END 

APARTMENT  i 

That’s  right.  I'm  offering  a  $250  reward 
for  info  leading  to  a  large  studio  or  one 
bedroom  renting  for  $500  per  month  or 
less.  I  am  a  considerate,  resonisbie 
employed  GWM.  Can  you  help  me  find 
one?  You  collect  on  the  dotted  line. 
Please  call  Peter  at  520-0398.  Anytime. 
_ (4) 

MEXICO 

Yelapa-Puerto  Vallarta,  Mexico  Winter 
Health  Seminars  and  Fitness  Adven¬ 
tures.  Polarity  Certification  CEU’s, 
Body-imagery  (women-only)  Scuba- 
Horseback.  Lesbian  owned,  men 
welcome.  Center  for  Traditional 
Medicine.  P.O.  Box  1526,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238. 617-489-3806  V/TTY.  (5) 
NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  cor¬ 
rect  videos,  pix,  newsletter.  Head/body 
shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM,  TT,  VA 
fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all 
hot,  but  all  safer  sex.  Free  personal 
ads,  free  info;  TR  Witomski,  41  Bon- 
naire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models, 
writers,  artists,  lawyers  wanted:$$$ 
_ (20) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 
A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA 
94114.  (V15.18) 


SERVICES 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

/nc/udes  consultation 
and  complatad  rasuma. 

787-4252 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
175S  Beacon  Streat,  BmoUini  232-145^ 


PSYCHIATRIC  CLINICAL! 
SOCIAL  WORKER 


The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  an  excel¬ 
lent  part  time  opportunity  for  a  Psychiatric  Clinical 
Social  Worker  to  join  its  Al  DS  team.  This  individual  will 
provide  direct  counseling  to  AIDS  patients,  families 
and  significant  others.  In  addition,  will  work  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  the  AIDS  Nurse  Coordinator  in  offering 
consultation  to  VNAB  staff. 

A  strong  clinical  background  is  required.  Individual, 
group  and  family  experience  is  preferred.  We  offer  an 
outstanding  salary  and  an  extensive  benefit  package. 
Interested  candidates  should  submit  resume  to  the 
Employment  Specialist,  100  Boylston  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02116. 

Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 

An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 

Patient  Services  Clerk 

Dependable,  organized,  enthusiastic,  &  personable  per¬ 
son  for  patient  services  department.  FT  with  benefits. 
Call  David  at  267-0900. 

Unit  Coordinator— Full  time;  Challenging  job  performing 
reception  duties  at  busy  health  center  serving  gay  and 
lesbian  clientele.  Good  telephone  manner  and  organiza¬ 
tional  ability  important.. 

Medical  Records  Coordinator/Unit  Coordinator:  Full  time 
position  combining  medical  records  and  reception  work. 
Medical  records  experience  helpful;  good  telephone 
manner  important. 

Call  Heather  or  Nancy  at  (617)  267-7573. 

Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Empioyer 
FCHC  93  Mass.  Ave.,  Boston,  M A  02115 
267-0900 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


HELP  WANTED _ 

FULL-TIME 

SOJOURNER  AD  SALES 

Oulgoing,  energetic,  detail-oriented, 
creative  feminist  needed  to  sell  ads  for 
Boston's  women's  paper.  Gather  leads, 
prepare  literature,  make  calls,  design 
ads.  $16,(XX)/year  -t-  benefits  +  vaca¬ 
tion.  Send  resume/letter  by  August  5  to; 
Ad  Search,  Sojourner,  143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02130. _ (5) 

FULL-TIME 

SOJOURNER  OFFICE  MANAGER 

Energetic,  organized,  committed 
feminist  needed  to  manage  office  of 
Boston's  women's  paper.  $16.000/year 
-f  vacation  +  benefits.  Send 
resume/letter  by  August  5  to;  Office 
Manager,  Sojourner,  143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (5) 

DENTAL  APPOINTMENT  SECRETARY 
Full-time  position  in  very  friendly  den¬ 
tal  office.  Seeking  responsible  in¬ 
dividual  wiht  great  communicational 
skills.  Excellent  salary  and  benefits. 
Please  call  364-5500 _ (5) 

FUNDRAISER  WITH  AMERICAN 

FRIENDS  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 
International  organization  lor  non¬ 
violent  social  change.  Chicago-based, 
to  interpret  Quaker  values  and  pro¬ 
grams  to  donors  in  MI-OH-KY-area,  pro¬ 
mote  deferred  giving,  seek  foundation 
grants.  Strong  interpersonal  skills, 
ability  to  travel,  and  fundraising  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Applicants  con¬ 
sidered  without  regard  to  race,  sex, 
religion,  sexual  orientation,  or  disabili¬ 
ty.  Resumes  to:  Ellen  Youniss,  AFSC. 
59  E.  Van  Buren,  Ste.  1400,  Chicago,  IL 
60605  by  Sept.  30. _ (5) 

FOUNDATION  POSITION 
Funding  Exchange,  a  national  network 
of  14  community-based  funds  that  sup¬ 
port  progressive  political  activism, 
seeks  staff  person  to  develop  new  fun¬ 
draising  and  promotional  campaigns. 
Will  work  directly  with  local  funds  on 
new  publications,  joint  fundraising 
strategies,  media  outreach.  Strong 
writing  and  administrative  skills  and 
previous  experience  with  fundraising 
for  non-profits  helpful.  Member  funds 
support  women’s  rights,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian,  anti-racist.  Central  American  and 
other  social  change  projects.  Send 
resume,  references  and  writing  sample 
to:  Staff  Search,  Funding  Exchange, 
666  Broadway,  5th  fl..  New  York,  NY 
10012.  Third  world,  women,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  candidates  encouraged  to  apply. 

(^^ _ _ _ _ 

Sleep-in  5  day  attendant,  including 
weekends,  for  disabled  lesbian.  $450 
clear/week. 

Two  weekdays  off  per  week  &  an  occas¬ 
sional  weekend  off.  Driving,  lifting,  per¬ 
sonal  care. 

Light  sleeper,  non-smoker  preferred. 
Minimum  1  year  committment. 
524-0921.(4) 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT.- 

ZIP 


PHONE 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

1 

■  Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

3.00 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  CoK  inches 

or  Dart  thereof: 

X  12  00 

_ 

Non-Business 

X 

1.50 

= 

*  1st  4  Lines 

Business 

9.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

=  - 

1  or  part  thereof; 

Non-Business 

7.00 

— 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= - 

SUBTOTAL 

— 

g  Additional  Lines 

Business 

_  X 

1.00 

= 

2  or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.75 

_ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

1 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

=  - - - 

TOTAL 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL 
CLASSIFIED  ADS. 

Return  this  form  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


for  31  -I-  consec.  wks.  20%  = 
TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  3.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  6.(XD  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ x2.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


! 

1 

ri 
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TRY  GCN’S 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’S  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
Ail  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

3W.  L&Bi.  25-32  seek  nonsmk.  resp  W 
for  2  story  Davis  Sq.  apt  semi-semi- 
coop,  supportive  yet  indep.  1  cat  sorry 
no  more  pets.  $250  inci  heat.  Availavie 
Aug  15.776-4693. _ (4) 

BROOKLINE  VICTORIAN 
2  adjoining/sep  rms  avail  in  LF  spiritual 
coop  peacful  music  semi  reg  healing 
drug-free  home.  You  are  35  +  neat,  hap¬ 
py  quiet.  Older  child  poss.  $250/rmt  incI 
w/d  pkg.  566-1873. _ (6) 

DORCHESTER 

LF  sks  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt,  2  por¬ 
ches,  hdwd  firs,  10  minutes  to  Savin 
Hill  T.  $250/mo  -t- util.  Available 

8-1/8-15.  Call  265-2035. _ (4) 

Prof.  LF  39,  smoker  with  dog  seeks 
quiet,  neat,  responsible  prof.  F  35-45  to 
share  my  nice  Brookline  apt.,  darkroom 
available,  dog  okay,  $350.00  +.  Avail 
Aug  or  Sept.  Call  after  July  15, 
739-0523. _ (5) 

PORTSMOUTH  NH 

LF  artist  -t-  cats  seeks  resp  LF  or  F 
28-1-  (possibly  pisces)  to  share  sunny 
2br  apt  d-town  Portsmouth.  Wood  firs, 
fireplace,  balcony.  Heat,  no  pets,  drugs, 
smoke  or  ale  pis.  Call  (603)  436-3537" 
after  6:pm. _ (4) 

2  LF’s  seek  1  LF  to  share  JP  home. 

Near  Arbor  and  T.  Must  be  responsible 
and  neat.  No  smoke’,  no  pets.  Avail 
Sept.  1  or  sooner.  $250 -h.  Call 
524-5915;  leave  message. _ (4) 

LF  31  &  2  cats  Ikg  for  feminist  woman 
to  shr.  Ige,  sunny  apt.  w/bkyd  in  W. 
Som.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smke/pets  pis.  $275-1-.  Call  Eileen 
628-6133. _ (4) 

YOUR  NEW  JP  HOME 

3  LF  sk  1  more,  25  -t-  to  share  great  apt, 
progr  poltcs,  spirit,  humor,  food,  w/d  nr 
pond,  Arbrtm,  Orng,  Gr.  lines.  No 
smkng,  pis.  Avail  immed  or  Sept  1.  Call 
day  or  nite  524-6209.  $182.50/$192.50.(3) 

SOUTH  END 

Sober  GWM  prof  29  seek  1  or  2  to  share 
enormous  htd  apt  w/frpic,  w/d,  merwv, 
d.w.  in  S.E.  near  Mass  Ave  &  on  T. 
$400-275  -I-  '4-1/3  utils  -h  sec  dep. 
THIS  IS  NOT  A  SEX  AD!  No  drinking  or 
drugs.  I  smk  cigs  and  have  a  cat.  Prefer 
12-stepper.  If  intrstd,  call  Dave 
266-8311,  Leave  msg  on  machine.  (3) 
Sunny  Somerville  home  near  Davis  Sq. 

4  LFs  sk  5lh  for  9/1.  Spacious  rooms,  2 

porches,  garden.  Semi-coop,  semi-veg. 
Cigarette  and  furry  pet  free.  $260/mo. 
plus  utils.  Please  call  776-0303. _ (4) 

ILF,  26,  seeks  2  quiet,  neat,  resp.  Fs  for 
3BD  apt.  in  Porter  Sq.  $317-1-.  Avail 
now,  +  Sept.  Porch,  yd;  near  T.  No 
smoke,  pets,  or  drugs,  please.  Call 
Stephanie,  625-4474.  Lv.  message.  (5) 
LF  seeks  LF,  to  sbit  xtra  BR  in  sunny 
2BR  apt  in  Smvl,  Sept.  1-Dec.  Ideal  to 
Davis  Sq.  T.  Must  be  responsible  quiet 
neat.  No  smkg.  No  pels  $250  -f  .  Lg.  5  rm 
apt,  w/d  hdwd  firs.  625-3030. _ (5) 

2LFs  sk  LF  25  -I- .  No  smoke,  drink,  pets, 
to  share  friendly  home  in  Newtonville. 
Space  with  yard,  pkg.  $250-1-.  Avail 
Sept  1st.  965-0648.  Jackie. _ (5) 

LF  35  seeking  roommate  for  2  bdrm  apt 
in  2  family  house  in  Malden.  Close  to 
Oak  Grove  T  slop  on  Orange  Line.  $250 
per  month  -i-  util.  321-2724. _ (6) 

2  Fs  (1  L  &  1  Bi)  seek  3rd  (L  or  Bi)  to 
share  Som.  apt  nr  Inman  Sq.  Non¬ 
smoking,  no  more  cats.  Rent  $234  -i- . 
Sec  Dep.  Avail  9/1.  Call  492-7653.  (5) 

DERRY,  NH  MOBILE  PARK 
Responsible  LF  seeks  nonsmoking 
35-1-  LF  —  Quiet  —  Neat  —  One  sm. 
dog  OK.  Comp  furnished  —  own  bath. 
$300  plus  sec.  Call  432-6046.  Leave 
message. _ (5) 

LF  &  cal  seek  friendly,  resp.  LF  25  + 
with  sense  of  humor  to  share  Ig  2BR 
sunny  JP  apt  near  T.  $337  inci.  heat.  No 
smoke/drugs.  Min  alcohol.  Maybe  1  in- 
door  cat.  Avail  9/1. 524-3173. _ (5) 

2  LF  (23  &24)  seek  2  more  for  Ig,  sunny 
Porter  Sq.  apt.  We  are  friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  into  arts,  politics,  gabbing  over 
tea.  Sense  of  humor  &  cats  welcome. 
Non-smoker.  $310-i-.  avail  9/1. 
776-6442,  leave  message. _ (4) 

2  Rms  avail  in  beaut.  Rosl.  hm  with  ir¬ 
reverent  spiritual  W  35.  Sun,  trees, 
birds,  nr.  Arb.  Reas,  rent  avail  8/15.  Cat 
OK,  no  cigs.  Dovida,  327-3367. _ (5) 

LARGE  DORCHESTER  HOME 
1  LF  -f  1  GM  seek  2  people  to  share  4 
bdrm  apt,  WD,  porch,  parking,  Ig  yard, 
DW  -I-  more.  $265  -t- .  Call  825-2722.  (5) 
GM  24  &  LF  27  sk  nonsmkr,  veg.  LF 
24  +  w/sense  of  humor  for  beautiful 
Somerville  apt.  Sorry,  no  more  cats. 
Aj^ail  9/1 .  $293  -I- .  776-7909. _ (5) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

DAVIS  SQUARE 

LF  28  sks  2  roommates  to  share  2  fl 
duplex  on  dead-end  street.  Quiet, 
spacious,  W/D.  Avail  9/1 .  $270  +  .  Sorry, 
no  smoke,  dogs,  cats.  776-8405.  (5) 

WEST  SOMERVILLE 
LF  for  old-fashioned  2  BD  near 
Ball/Davis  Sqrs.  Porches,  nice  nghbrhd, 
sun,  trees,  stars,  pkg  near  T.  No 
substance  abuse,  smoke,  $325 -^. 
666-0934. _ _ y) 

JP  APARTMENT 

We  are  3LFs  and  we  are  seeking  a  4th 
for  our  JP  home.  The  apt  has  hardwood 
floors,  lots  of  room,  fresh  paint  and  is 
available  immediately.  We  are  semi¬ 
coop,  semi-veg,  alcohol/smoke/chem- 
free,  and  friendly.  Rent  is  $220  a  month 
-I-  util.  Call  522-0637  for  more  info.  (5) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

^LFs,  26-1-  seek  F  for  3BD  apt  $300 -i-, 
$317-1-  in  Sept.  Porch,  yard,  near  T, 
shops,  laundry.  We  are  resp.,  neat, 
friendly,  yet  independent.  U  are  too.  No 
smoke,  drugs  or  pets,  please.  Call 
Stephanie/Donna.  625-4474.  (4) 

UNION  SQ.  SOMERVILLE  9/1 
LF  27  sks  resp.  L  for  quiet,  friendly,  in¬ 
dependent  HH,  Lrg  2  br  apt.  wdfirs  on 
bus  lines.  No  smoking/pets. 
$225  +  utils.  Call  666-0513. _ (5) 

SOUTH  END 

GM  seeks  same  to  share  quiet  w  bdrm 
near  Boston  Ctr  for  arts.  W/D  no  smkrs 
no  pets.  Lv  msge.  Avail  8/1  hurry!  (4) 
LF,  27  +  GM,  24  seek  nonsmkng,  veg 
LF  24  -I-  w/sense  of  humor  for  beautiful 
Somerville  apt.  Sorry,  no  more  cats. 
Avail  9/1 ,  $293  -I-  Call  776-7909.  (4) 

CAMBRIDGOFRESH  POND  AREA 
LF  37,  Ikg  for  roommate  to  share  sunny 
apt  w/porch.  Friendly,  resp  &  neat.  No 
smoking/pets.  $380 -i-.  Call  661-7085. 
Leave  message  please.  _ (4) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Large  apt  in  Somerville.  3-4  BR,  LR,  DR, 
sun  rm,  mod  K  -i-  B,  porches,  fenced-in 
yard.  Top  2  fl  of  2-fam.  Nr.  T.  No  pets. 
$1125/mo.  Avail  Sept.  1st.  628-1006.  (4) 
DORCHESTER:  6  rm  2  bdrm  1st  fr 
remod  kitch/bath  new  systems  fresh 
paint  gas  stv/ht  wtr  oil  heat  safe  secure 
owner  occ  $575  mo  282-1 196  eves.  (4) 
Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  2  room  apt, 
sundeck,  view  of  bay,  Lesbian  bldg, 
tree,  share  prkg,  $450  inci  heat  &  all 
util,  avail  8/1, 436-2583. _ (4) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.GH-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (5) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

Adorably  sweet  BiWF  seeks  JP  apt  to 
share  with  warm  relaxed  GM.  Can  move 
Sept  I.Call  Irene 524-5449. _ (4) 

LF  40  seeking  LF  with  apt  to  share.  I’m 
easy  going,  quiet,  smoke  cigs  and  have 
a  cat.  Looking  for  an  apt  in  Boston 
Camb  area.  If  you  have  a  place  please 
call  877-1912  or  738-5595  and  leave 
msg. _ (4) 

HELP! 

Our  JP  apt  is  being  sold  and  we’re  be¬ 
ing  priced  out  of  the  neighborhood. 
We’re  2LF’s  looking  for  an  already 
established  apartment  with  1  or  more 
LF’s  or  1  or  2  LF’s  who  want  to  look  for 
an  apt  with  us.  No  smoke  or  pets.  We’re 
looking  to  move  anywhere  between  late 
Aug  or  early  Oct.  Call  Kim  at  GCN  at 
426-4469  (days)  or  522-6813  (eve).  (C) 
2  L’s  (25,  29)  seek  2  women  to  share  a 
semi-coop  home.  We  enjoy  laughter, 
polarity,  politics,  greenery,  communica¬ 
tion  &  no  allergens.  If  you  would  like  to 
find  a  house  with  us,  or  know  of  one. 
Call  Nancy  or  Barbara  at  623-5035  or  B 
at  W:  643-2442.  Prefer  near  Arl- 
ington/Somerv.  (15) 

RESORTS _ 

LESBIAN  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

Room  in  Southampton,  L.l.  &  apt  in 
NYC.  (No  smokers  please)  Available  for 
wknds  &  wkly  rentals.  Reasonable 
rates.  (718)  625-2653. _ (15.4) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on 
100  beautiful  acres.  Charming  guest 
:  rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hik¬ 
ing,  golf,  tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The 
Highlands  Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem 
NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  & 
Judith,  innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECK’ER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
to  bay,  open  year’round.  487-9029,  25 
Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (46) 


FOR  SALE _ 

1987  BOSTON  PRIDE  T-SHIRTS 

All  colors,  all  sizes  small  through  4XL. 
$11.50  includes  delivery.  Act  now, 
quantity  limited.  Call  267-2113  or  write 
Box  6916,  Boston,  M A  021 1 4. _ (3) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  YOUTH 
COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects 
send  tax-deductable  donations  payable 
to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation.  Mail  to: 
GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114. _ (M) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 
Social  and  support  group  for  women 
over  40.  P.O.  Box  1214,  East  Arlington, 
MA02174. _ OW) 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -I- ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND 
LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and 
under.  Wed.  night  general  meeting  from 
7:30-9pm.  New  persons  meeting  at  6:30. 
Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info. _ (32) 

SHELIX 

Northampton,  MA  lesbian  s/m  support 
group  since  1983  mets  monthly  for 
topic  discussions.  Safe  confidential  en¬ 
vironment.  Lesbians  at  all  levels  of  fan¬ 
tasy  or  practice  welcome.  Newcomers 
encouraged.  Sase:  Shelix,  PO  Box  416 
Florence  Station,  Northampton,  MA 
01060. _ (7) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_  (23) 

MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 
522-0826 

_ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (I5J) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (15^) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (V15.16) 

MICROBUS  MOVING 

small  moves 

CAREFUL  &  COURTEOUS 

522-6513 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

5 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

o 

X 

236-1848 

SUMMER  RENTALS 


PROVINCETOWN  COTTAGE 

2  Bedrm  cott.  Bayside  5  min.  walk  to 
beach,  plenty  of  parking,  heated  and 
clean.  $450.  wk  July  and  Aug.  off 
season  $350  wk.  Call  289-5807. _ (5) 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

TOWNHOUSE  FOR  SALE 
JAMAICA  PLAIN 

100%  renovated  brand  new  in  and  out 
skylights  hrdwd  firs  1'/s  tiled  baths 
1150-1-  sq  ft  minute  walk  to  Stonybrook 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

IWlWHtHlllWHlMtHHIHffifllllllWIIIIIIM  I 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OfI 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE  I 
(Alaiandar  Barliman,  Prison  Usmoirs  of 
Anarchist). 


FRIENDS  NEEDED 
I  would  like  to  correspond  with  real, 
honest  women-to  share  interests  and 
my  life  In  here  and  fear  of  freedom.  I 
love  music,  outdoors,  writing  poetry, 
and  good  friends.  Marcia  STAACK,- 
W24343-407-09C,  PO  Box  1800,  Norco 
'  CA  91760. _ 

PAMELA  —  Happy  Birthday  to  my 
Leo  with  all  of  her  pride.  Your  Scorpio 
will  ALWAYS  be  by  your  side.  Alecia 


_ iSm 

One  of  the  ‘facts  of  life’  folks 
is  that  prisoners  are  often 
without  much  ‘education’ 
(which  is  partly  why  they’re 
where  they  are:  hard  to  get 
jobs,  hard  to  deal  with  the 
legal  jargon).  PLEASE  send 
any  old  dictionaries  (paper¬ 
back  or  not),  or  $  to  buy  some 
dsed,  to:  GCN. 


TV-TS  Support 
Any  incarcerated  gays  or  TSs 
can  contact  the  below  prisoners 
for  info  on  the  legal,  surgical, 
endocrinological  (hormonal),  or 
psychological  aspects  of  TS  and 
the  law.  Write  either  Allyn 
Scribner,  380398,  Ellis  1,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77343;  or,  Vanessa 
Meriwether,  24493,  Box  30, 
Pendleton,  IN  46064. 

Northwest  Transvestite/ 
Transsexual  Contact  Service 
Provides  a  24  hour  hotline. 
TSs  and"  admirers  in  Wash, 
(state),  Oregon,  Idaho  and 
Northern  Cal.  Also,  info  on 
plastic  surgery,  electrolysis, 
and  hormone  therapy.  600  E. 
Pine  St,  Seattle  WA  98122. 
[2061329-TVTS. 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  ity 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov-  ( 
ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don't\ 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons’! 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 
prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  “unions”  and 
social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  ’’troublemakers”  (the 
type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families  | 
top  friends  live. 

l©©©©©©©©©€)ei 

WRITING  PRISONERS:  ’Refused’ 

If  your  mail  is  returned  to  you  marked 
’’Refused”,  it  doesn’t  mean  the 
prisoner  refused  it;  it  was  probably 
the  mailroom  and  often  ONLY  the 
mailroom.  Often  a  quick  note  to  the 
warden  asking  WHY  this  mail  is  being 
refused  (since  you’re  certain  it  isn’t 
the  prisoner  refusing  it)  will 
sometimes  ’clear  up’  the  problem. 
Prisons  are  full  of  Christians  etc.  try¬ 
ing  to  save  the  savages;  especially 
the  queer  ones. 


There  are  LOTS  more  poor  peo¬ 
ple  than  rich  people.  To  keep  the 
poor  people  from  demanding 
their  share,  the  society  makes 
them  feel  bad  about  themselves, 
so  they  don’t  feel  that  they 
DESERVE  to  have  more. 

The  same  is  true  for  prisons. 
There  are  LOTS  more  prisoners 
than  guards  and  to  keep  you  all 
“in  line’’  they  use  these  feelings 
you  bring  in  with  you  from  the 
outside  and  make  them 
stronger  blacks  against  whites 
against  hlspanics,  straits 
against  gays,  old  against  young, 
“ugly”  against  “pretty”,  etc  etc 
9tc. 

HALFWAY  HOUSE 
If  you  are  looking  for  a 
Halfway  House  for  your  post- 
release  plans,  this  address 
may  be  useful:  International 
Halfway  House  Association, 
500  N.  Washington  St,  Alex¬ 
andria  VA  22314. 


Black  man  in  ’’protection”  [isolation]] 
in  Montana!  Would  truly  appreciate 
some  contact  (friendship)  with  a  GCN 
reader.  Bobby  NORRIS,  A017747,  700 
Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT 1 
59722. _ _ 

Hey  PISCATAWAY!!! 

Would  T.  Henderson  PLEASE  return  the 
photos  Chat  Charles  DePierro,  a  prisoner, 
sent  him.  They  are  the  only  ones  he  has  of 
his  now  dead  mother  and  father. 
DePierro’s  address  is;  g2A6068,  Box  149, 
Attica,  NY  14011 _ 

I  wish  to  obfain’information  on  how  to 
participate  in  your  ’’prisoners  seeking 
friends”  adds.  Your  newspaper  is  ter¬ 
rific!  It  supplies  a  means  of  com- 1 

munication  to  my  fellow  homosex¬ 
uals  and  neighbors.  Ricky  MOULDER, 
15371-077  Unit  7,  Box  lOCiO,  Seagoville 
TX  75159 _ 

I’m  from  North  Carolina  and  looking 
for  penpals  and  friendship.  I  enjoy 
reading,  music,  and  writing.  Timothy 
MANUS,  85A-8326,  135  State  St, 
Auburn  NY  13024. _ 

I  will  be  in  here'  for  a  long  time.  I  work 

in  the  kitchen  and  go  to  school  in  the 
afternoons.  I’m  also  co-chair  of  our 
A.A.  group.  I  would  like  to  get  your 
newspaper  and  write  someone.  Thank 
you.  John  BUTLER,  073072,  Box 
1100-1295,  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 
Jamaican  born  gay  male  seeks 
anyone  who  is  interested  in  true 
friendship.  [Delanco  wrote  a  great 
piece  for  the  last  issue  of  Fag  Rag!) 
Delanco  KCAY*,  86A  3448,  Box  1245, 
Beacon  NY  12508. _ 

Black,  handsome,  romantic,  poet 
desires  warm  friendship,  tropical  rela¬ 
tionship.  exotip  experience.  Mike  An¬ 
thony  JONES,  630395  IMU-H-1,  Box 
520,  Walla.WaHa  WA  99362. _ 

Gay  ’Italian'  wduld  like  to  correspond 
with  someone  of  true  values  and 
sincerity.  I  have  8  months  left.  Daniel 
PERRY,  884605,  Box  1500,  Cross  City 
FL  32628.  • 


I  am  from  Cuba  and  I  wonder  if  you 
can  put  me  in  your  newspaper.  I  want, 
to  write  sincere  people  who  want 
friendship.  Rodrigue  CABRALES 
079550—408,  Drawer  1072,  Arcadia 
FL  33821. _ 

I  am  a  self-sufficient  person  (funds) 
but  am  looking  for  a  penpal.  I’m  sex 
ually  freakish’  with  a  man  of  my 
caliber,  I  write  poetry,  songs  and  I  like 
to  read  Kahili  Gibran.  My  main  man  in 
here  is  a  philosopher.  I  hope  you  want 
to  write.  Richard  OSBORNE,  184-686. 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

Gary(Brandy),  Mike  &  Rick:  I  have  not  I 
’refused’  any  of  your  letters.  It’s  the 
Administration.  I’m  trying  to  clear  up  j 
this  matter.  Please  be  patient. 


NAMBLA  (North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association)  Bulletins  are  available)  j 
FREE  to  persons  imprisoned  for  sex  with 
minors.  Write  to  Rock  Thatcher,  PO  Box 
70810,  Ft.  Lauderdale  FL  33J07. 


COME  ow:.co^^ 


National  March  on  Washington 


for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 


OCTOBER  11, 1987  •  WASHINGTON,  D.C. 


March  on  Washington  Steering  Committee,  12  Wednesday 


August  1 
to 

August  24 

august  1  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Community  Radio  Jour¬ 
nalism  Workshop.  Madge  Kaplan  and  Ta¬ 
tiana  Schreiber.  $12.  10am-2pm.  Bring 
lunch.  Firehouse  Arts  Center,  659  Centre 
St.  Info:  524-3816. 

Boston  —  Women’s  Technical  Workshop 
for  women  interested  in  non-traditional 
careers.  10:30am-noon.  Free.  Info; 
266-2243. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  —  “Boston’s  Other  Voice”  speaks 
with  Bay  Windows  editor  Nan  Donald. 
WROR,  98.5  FM.  12:30-1am.,  Monday 
morning. 

Boston  —  Richard  F.  Schmidt’s  contem¬ 
porary  paintings  exhibit  at  “Gallery  at  the 
Piano  Factory.”  791  Tremont  St.  Thru 
August  16.  Info:  769-6304.  ' 

3  monday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Entrepreneurs. 

DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Bisexual  Women’s  Network, 

7:30-9:45pm.  Lesbian  rap  on  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse,  8-10pm.  Former  nun’s  les¬ 
bian  support  group,  7pm.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.,  Camb.  Info:  354-8807. 

4  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
discussion:  Life  Schedules.  6  Hamilton 
Place,  3rd  floor.  8pm.  Info;  742-7897. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy  drop-ins  for  les- 
bian/gay  elders  &  friends.  GLCS,  6 
Hamilton  Place,  6-8pm.  Info:  725-3485. 

Boston  —  GLDC  visibility  campaign  dancing 
at  the  Jukebox,  Tremont  St.  No  jeans, 
sneakers  or  t-shirts.  No  cover  charge. 
9pm.  Info;  661-7737. 

5  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al/Anon.  Women’s 
Center,  6:30-8:00pm.  Childcare  provided. 
46  Pleasant  St.,  Camb.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  music  summer 
special  with  Lindsay  Ellison  on  “Say  It 
Sister.”  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

6  thursday 

Cambridge  —  “Are  We  Safer  Now?” 
Showings  of  the  films:  Hiro¬ 
shima/Nagasaki:  August,  1945  and  Crisis: 
Seven  Days  that  Shook  the  World  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  the  atomic  bombings  of 
Japan.  Central  Sq.  Public  Library.  7pm. 
Free  (also  showing  on  Sunday  the  9th). 

Boston  —  Pride  Committee  meeting.  Boston 
City  Hall,  Rm.  801  (Congress  St. 
Entrance).  Election  of  officers  for  coming 
year.  7:30pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Cambridge  —  “Central  America 
Photographs,’’  an  exhibition  by 
photographer  Tom  Mattie  opens  at  Gallery 
57,  57  Inman  St.,  Camb.,  through  August 
28. 

7  friday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  service.  All 
welcome.  Bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  8pm. 
Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse;  In¬ 
dulgences  with  food.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St..  Cambridge.  8pm-midnight. 
Info:  354-8807. 


8  Saturday  . 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Torah  study  at  Arnold 
Arboretum.  Meet  at  main  gate  on  Rte.  203. 
10:30am.  Info:  782-8894. 

New  London,  CT  —  Black  &  White  Men 
Together  and  Men  of  All  Colors/Connec¬ 
ticut  present  a  bus  tour  of  Gillette  Castle 
and  Harkness  Park.  Bus  leaves  from  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  at  W.  Newton  St.  in  Boston  at 
10am.  $37  (covers  bus,  admissions  and 
meals).  Info:  547-1986,  (401)  352-3638. 

9  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  potiuck  picnic  at  Jamaica  Pond. 
Across  from  Morraine  St.  4pm.  No  alcohol. 
Info:  522-6090. 

Roxbury  —  Grandmothers  Against  Apar¬ 
theid.  S.  African  women’s  day  observance 
at  St.  Mark’s  Congregational  Church,  200 
Townsend  St.  Donations  of  children’s 
clothing  will  be  collected  for  the  ANC  school 
in  Tanzania.  Free. 

Boston  —  LEGACY  goes  to  Tanglewood. 
Leave  from  Park  St.  station  at  9am.  Info  and 
reservations;  Ann  or  Kate,  725-3485. 

10  monday 

Cambridge  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau  planning  meeting,  97  Trowbridge 
St.  7-8;30pm.  Info:  354-0133. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al/Anon.  Wbmen’s 
Center,  6;30-9:30pm.  Childcare  provided. 
46  Pleasant  St,  Camb.  Info:  354-8807. 

11  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston 
potiuck  supper.  Info:  742-7897. 


12  Wednesday 

Boston  —  NOW  lesbian  rights  task  force 
meeting.  Boston  Now  office,  971  Com¬ 
monwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Info:  782-1056. 

Boston  —  March  on  Washington  steering 
committee  meeting.  Piemonte  Rm.,  Boston 
City  Hall.  7pm.  Use  Federal  St.  entrance. 
Info:  442-9597. 

Cambridge  —  Tatiana  Schreiber  hosts 
“Say  it  Sister’’on  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 

14  friday 

Boston  —  Feminist  and  Lesbian  Smith  Col¬ 
lege  Alumnae  potiuck.  Info;  969-6042. 


15  Saturday 

Boston  —  Older  gay  men’s  group  meeting. 
6  Hamilton  PI.  2-4pm.  Info:  725-4907 

Provincetown  —  Ten  Percent  Revue,  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  revue.  Gifford  House  Cabaret, 
9  Carver  St.  8pm.  Through  Sept.  7.  $8.  In¬ 
fo:  487-0688. 

Boston  —  Harbor  Cruise  with  Gay  Profes¬ 
sional  Women,  7:30pm.  Info:  585-6051 
after  6pm. 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  BILGA  fun  trip  to  Ogun- 
quit.  Meet  at  9:30am  at  68  Bay  State  Rd. 
(Boston).  Raindate:  Aug.  16th.  Info,  rides: 
437-7399. 


16  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boston  harbor  cruise  with  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  Jamaica  Plain. 
Bring  lunch.  Reservations:  232-3479. 


An  Enemy  Among  Us. 

The  recent  television  special  An 
Enemy  Among  Us  was  originally 
scheduled  as  a  CBS  “Schoolbreak 
Special,”  and  it  is  clear  that  its  intend¬ 
ed  audience  was  to  have  been  ado¬ 
lescents.  The  protagonist  is  Scott 
Fischer  (Danny  Nucci),  a  16-year-old 
boy  who  comes  from  the  typical  open, 
communicative,  trusting,  caring,  white, 
upper-middle  class  family  that  we  all 
grew  up  with.  His  mother  (Dee  Wallace 
Stone)  is  sweet,  his  father  is  strong  but 
caring  and  his  sister  is  young  and 
thoughtful.  He  has  a  devoted  best 
frient,  Bart,  and  a  new  girlfriend,  Karen. 
Everything  in  Scott’s  life  is  perfect,  ex¬ 
cept  his  past. 

It  seems  that  he  had  been  knocked 
from  his  bike  three  years  earlier  and 
had  required  blood  transfusions  to  sur¬ 
vive.  Scott  and  his  family  are  told  by 
his  doctor  that  “in  those  days  blood 
was  not  screened,  as  it  is  now,  for  HIV 
antibodies  and  there  was  no  way  to 
know  that  the  blood  was  contamin¬ 
ated.”  After  the  obligatory  explosion 
from  his  father  and  the  tears  from  his 
mother  have  subsided  to  a  steely-eyed 
resolve,  enter  immunologist  Donna 
Robinson  (Gladys  Knight).  Somehow 
she  convinces  the  family  that  it  is  in 
Scott’s  best  interest  for  his  high 
school  administration  to  know  that  he 
is  HIV  positive.  Naturally,  word  leaks 
out  and  everyone  over-reacts.  There  is 
anger,  fear,  segregation.  There  is  a 
frightening  blur  of  vocabulary  in  every 
character  from  the  doctor  on  down. 
“HIV  positive”  becomes  synonymous 
with  “infected.”  No  one  in  this  reac¬ 
tionary  town  seems  to  understand  that 
Scott  doesn’t  have  AIDS.  Eventually 
the  doctor  gives  a  sex-negative  pep 
talk  which  calms  down  the  populace 
and  Scott  returns  to  school  minus  one 
girlfriend. 

This  teleplay  is  rife  with  unenlighten¬ 
ed  and  insensitive  dialogue,  but  at 
least  it  puts  information  in  front  of 
those  pre-  and  early  teens  who  need  it, 
since  they  are  having  such  a  hard  time 
getting  it  at  home  or  in  school.  It  tells 
them  that  AIDS  is  not  just  a  disease  of 
the  high  risk  groups  with  which  we  are 
all  so  familiar.  It  even  manages  to 
touch  on  the  frustration  of  becoming 
an  adult  and  being  told  that  sex  is 
“out.” 

The  most  important  mesage  in  all  of 
this,  however,  is  one  I’m  not  sure  the 
producers  mean  to  send.  That  is:  no 
matter  how  well-intentioned  a  person 
or  a  group  may  be,  there  simply  is  no 
way  to  insure  confidentiality  of  HIV 
status.  This  is  a  very  important 
message  indeed,  because,  until  both 
those  who  are  HIV  positive  and  People 
With  AIDS  can  be  sure  that  they  will 
not  be  discriminated  against,  it  is  un¬ 
wise  to  allow  that  information  to  be 
made  readily  available  to  the  public. 
This  subliminal  message  gives  a  flaw¬ 
ed  TV  movie  like  An  Enemy  Among  Us 
a  degree  of  validity  it  couldn’t  manage 
to  achieve  on  purpose. 

— Sherman  Hanke 


More  dyke  music 

If  you  can’t  make  it  to  Michigan  but 
you’ve  got  some  hot  lesbian  tunes  you 
think  the  world  should  hear,  send  a 
cassette  with  3  or  4  of  your  best  to 
Labrys  Records,  P.O.  Box  174  Tolland, 
CT  06084.  By  October  31,  they  hope  to 
have  a  new  recording  project  chosen. 
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Come  be  a  part  of 


\ 


The  March  on  Washington 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
October  11,  1987 


Compiete  group  and  individuai  travei  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  March  and  aii 
related  events  are  available  through 
Innovations  in  Travel.  For  a  complete 
brochure,  call  (617)  599-6564. 


Don’t  be  left  at  the  station! 
Make  your  travel  plans  now! 


Air,  train  and  bus  transportation 
available.  For  information  about  sub¬ 
sidies,  or  to  help  with  March  organizing, 
call  or  write  the  Massachusetts  March 
Office,  c/o  Gay  Community  News, 

62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
(617)426-5605 


SPONSORED  BY  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  COMMITTEE  AND 
INNOVATIONS  IN  TRAVEL  CORPORATION 


